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DESK
EDITOR’S

Welcome to the annual issue 
of ‘Blaze-The Uprising’, 
the online magazine of Smi-

lyo Educational Charitable Society.

   “Give a man a fish and you feed him 
for a day. Teach a man to fish and you 
feed him for lifetime.”

  We at Smilyo believe in the pow-
er of Education and as our motto says 
‘Serving education with a Smile’, it is 
our whole-hearted endeavor to furnish 
as much as we can on Education. Our 
Emagazine is also a sum of our sight 
of providing “Paperless Education”.
  
It hardly seems possible that it was only 
last year when we launched our first 
E-magazine. After that glorious year, I 
am delighted to introduce our second 
edition. The second issue of ‘Blaze- 
The Uprising’ has been a mammoth 
task. The measure set by last year’s 
publication was  quite high, but this 
year we have tested and incorporated 
best of our efforts to create a more com-
prehensive and motivational edition.  
As we all know a magazine mirrors an 
organization-its aims and objectives. 
It also highlights events, activities 

and accomplishments. In this edition, 
we have attempted to get this year’s 
excitement and activities along with 
our idea of education. There is some-
thing for everyone here. The variety 
and creativity of the articles in these 
pages represent the interest of all.
   
A publication of this nature is a re-
sult of intense personal effort. On be-
half of the magazine team, I would 
like to thank everyone who contrib-
uted to this magazine. In particu-
lar, I wish to give many thanks to 

Pankaj Jain and Tushar Aggar-
wal for supervision, Tania Aggar-
wal for guidance, Tarun Gehlaut 
and the designing team for creating 
this e-magazine possible, and the eter-
nal energy, loyalty and dedication of 
the Editorial Board who have turned 
the midnight oil to produce this issue.
  
I sincerely hope that this year’s edition 
makes an interesting and beneficial 
read for all.  

-Divya Grover  
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TEAM
SMILYO

“The biggest gift one can give to the society is to edu-
cate its children.”  

Right from childhood we were taught by our parents to share our be-
longings with others who do not have them. Sharing doesn’t less-
en our happiness, but magnifies it ten times. While we have all fol-

lowed this principle very diligently, our team puts all endeavors to apply the 
same preaching on education as well.  A lot of young children in our coun-
try are deprived of basic education. We are privileged enough to study in 
good schools and premier colleges. Hence it is our moral responsibility to 
share the knowledge that we have acquired with our fellow countrymen.
   
With this noble thought in mind   Smilyo has grown phenomenally over the past years, 
growing from 2 members to 50000+ members. It has now been registered under The 
Indian Societies Act by the name of Smilyo Educational Charitable Society Regd.
    
At Smilyo we strongly believe in teamwork and equality. Hence, the func-
tioning of the website is not restricted to the founding members only. Smi-
lyo is the collective effort of a large network of students across colleges who 
brainstorm to bring about the best quality notes for the users of the web-
site. Anybody who has a genuine interest in spreading education across mil-
lions is welcome to join the team. Smilyo accepts volunteers from its us-
ers who support the cause of education. It also provides several short 
term internships that serve to enhance the academic profile of students.
  
The brilliant output that Smilyo puts forth is entirely because of the hard work-
ing team that makes sure everything is right on schedule. Team Smilyo basically 
consists of the Editorial, Human Resource Management, Social Media, Edu-Net-
work, External Relations and Technical teams. Heading high with a whooping 
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8k+ followers on Facebook and having HBO India as a follower on Pinterest, 
the social media department ensures an elegant online presence for Smilyo. With 
its newly improved article, review and poem section, and the excellent quality 
of our writeups, the editorial department charms viewership around the sphere. 
Well, as it is said, your online demand boosts if you have an even better offline 
presence. The External Relations Department does exactly the same. Aimed at 
bringing sponsorship and organizing amusing events, this department is one of 
the most sought for in Smilyo. Not only that, students keenly look forward to 
Smilyo when it comes to a serious issue of serving education, largely because 

of the efforts of Logistics Team. Be it uploading lat-
est notes, or the immensely demanded e-books, this 
team does it all! Our Edu network team aims to bring 
in all the important information/happenings of various 
colleges of DU and several other universities on our 
website’s portal. That brilliance in the teams is a major 
contribution of the HR department, which makes sure 
that the creativity of the members is utilized to the most 
proficient extent. The harmony in the Smilyo family 
and our team-spirit is the sole effort of this department. 
Last but not the least; we have the most central teams 
of all- The Technical Team! This team makes Smilyo 
what it really is. Smilyo began with the endeavor to 

provide ‘Paperless Education’ to all and our “digitalization” is managed and pre-
served by the sole soul of Smilyo. The most recent efforts of this extra-ordinary 
team includes the launch of Windows and Android apps for Smilyo certified by 
the giants themselves, reinventing the layout of our official site, and ensuring 
that everything is smooth to work on when it comes to the online experience.   
It is our vision to envision a world where no child is deprived of educa-
tion, where good quality education is not a privilege any more. And with 
such an awesome team working whole heartedly to achieve our mission, we 
are sure that the graph of ‘Serving Education’ cheerfully is all set to go up!  

Smilyo has now 
been registered 
under The In-
dian Societies 

Act by the name 
of  Smilyo Edu-
cational Char-
itable Society 

Regd.
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  GLISTERING
Going by its motive of serving the society selflessly, Smilyo organized 

many successful events since last year that not only took Smilyo to new 
heights but also brought smiles to many faces. Adding to its glory, Smilyo 

this year took a step ahead in the field of technology and reached new milestones.  
Here is a story of all the achievements and events undertaken by Smilyo since last year:  
 
EVENTS  
 
1. CLEAN-O-CARNIVAL:   
In association with SWECCHA-WE FOR CHANGE FOUNDATION, 
Smilyo organized a cleanliness drive on 6th and 7th April’13 on a patch 
of 3.5 km of Khirki village, Malviya Nagar. The initiative got tremen-
dous support from the residents of the locality and was a huge success.  
  
2. UMEED – IIT Delhi Workshop  
Smilyo reached another milestone with this event as it was the first independently 
organized event by Smilyo at the Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi. The work-
shop was organized with the motive of creating health awareness among the 40 un-
derprivileged children of the slums who came with a notably high level of energy 
and zest to learn. We organized enthralling events like showing animated videos, 
playing puzzles and the T-shirt painting competition to ascertain that this work-
shop becomes not just a learning experience, but also a memorable one for the kids.   
  

3. VISIT TO PRERNA WELFARE SHELTER FOR 
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS  
We believe that the best way to multiply your happiness is to share it with oth-
ers. On 25th December 2013, members of team Smilyo visited the orphanage for 

Our

Past...
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Christmas celebrations with the children residing at that place. It was a day full of 
fun and frolic activities like drawing competition, gaming sessions like pass on 
the parcel and jiving, a play about Christ’s birth, and cake cutting. The kids were 
very sportive throughout the celebrations and were given special gifts in the end.  
  
4. DONATION DRIVES  
In 2014, Smilyo organized many donation drives. One of them was conduct-
ed in Shri Ram College of Commerce in association with the Fine Arts So-
ciety of the college and the other in Shaheed Bhagat Singh College at their 
NGO carnival in association with Uddayam’14. Students were invited to do-
nate books, old clothes, notes and money for the help of the needy and poor.  
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Achievements

On 26th Feb’14, Smilyo completed 3 years of serving Education with a smile.

The foundation say was declared at India gate followed by acake cutting. With 
the support of the ever-enthusiastic team,  Smilyo is all set to reach new heights 
of accomplishments in the future.

50K+ registered users and 8K+ likes on Facebook: 

These ever-increasing numbers just show how Smilyo’s popularity has been 
growing like a wildfire. Gratuitous to say, Smilyo is serving education with all 
its heart and soul which has made it so popular not only in 
India but at global level. It was indeed a proud  moment 
for us when HBO India followed Smilyo on Pinterest. In 
addition to above, Smilyo’s website has been ranked 12th 
among the websites in Delhi by one of the world’s most 
reputed website ranking giant Alexa internet, Inc. (a subsidiary of amazon.com)  

Launched its own adroid and windows applications:

Keeping pace with the evolving technologies, Smilyo in 2013 launched its own 
android apps available on the Google play store for free. While Smilyo team 
connect app is a chat-based app made exclusively for the team members, Smilyo 

beta is for public which   makes all the articles and poems, 
and the college portals available on the Smilyo website 
directly accessible to any android user. In 2014, Smilyo 

has entered the windows store as well and is expected to soon launch its app for 

the iOS users also.  

Feb’14

Constantly 
gaining 

momentum

Technological
Advancement   
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More efficient college portals and the newly launched review section:  

The already existing college portals are now get-
ting a lot more efficient with the Edu-network 
team aiming to bring you all the important infor-
mation of various colleges of DU and several other universities at one 
place. In addition to above, the editorial department has taken a step ahead 
and launched its review section which will cover not only the reviews of 
books and movies but also food outlets and latest  technological devices

Departments
Progressing   
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Going with the motto of ‘Serving education with a smile’, Smilyo has 
always deemed to promote edification selflessly. 2013 for Smilyo was 
an immensely boosting year. Becoming a registered society under The 

Society Registration Act 1860 has added glitter to the already sparkling beauty.   
Our journey has always gone forward with a crust of noble events lined up.  
A notable one among those was the IIT Delhi workshop organized by Smi-
lyo. Striving towards the promotion of creativity, the workshop was a step 
ahead with it. T-shirt painting tasks led by Smilyons cheered young minds to 
paint their imagination. The already resilient squad became even more firm to 
serve on seeing the bright enthusiasm of kids taking part in it. And the visit 
to the Prerna Sadan was hugely motivating. We, perhaps, had our best Christ-
mas Carnival ever in our lifetime with the wonderful people in that shel-
ter home. Seeing the benevolence and optimism out there, our fortitude to 
serve for good got sturdier. This year was occupied with the similar efforts. 
Smilyo’s Donation Drive attracted many kind hearted ones to offer a help-
ing hand by donating books, clothes, notes and anything of considerable use.  
We have constantly targeted at increasing communication between the members 
and the users. As a result, Smilyo has now landed itself in the Google Play store and 
Windows store through its apps. This twelvemonth, the society is all set to carve 
its presence in the iOS market as well.  Moreover, Smilyo’s editorial department as 
always is all set to increase interactivity with its users. The introduction of the food, 
technology, book and movie review is just the topping on the glossy cake. Contests, 
polls, ratings-all of them just shrink up the gap between the readers and the jotters.   
An important step towards enhancing user experience was the remarkable 
change that the site went through. Today the official website encompass-
es an attractive UI, a social media experience for the registered users, and a 
dedicated newsfeed. With mesmerizing and gallant efforts stuffed up with 
a dedicated team, Smilyo is surely going to embark upon a joyous journey.   
To keep pace with the vast user base, Smilyo is constantly making efforts. We are 
gradually migrating most of our online interface to the mobile based platforms as 
well so that our users can stay updated with on-the-go availability of educational 

PRESENT
and

BEYOND!
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resources. With such a leap, users will be able to download notes and increase their 
interaction with other Smilyons directly through the mobile based apps. Apart 
from this, we are determined to carry out enlightening periodic surveys based 
on social research and development. Moreover, the edu-network will undergo 
an expansion to increase our reach to a wider audience comprising of students.
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Admission time is the time of the year when lakhs of young high school 
seniors endure nail biting anxiety and there is no escape from it. Year 
after year a fresh set of people find themselves in the same position. The 

‘thick’ and ‘thin’ envelopes and mails are sent out to the students, letting them 
know if they have gained admission into the colleges of their choice or not. 
For those few days longer forgotten postmen suddenly become all important.   
Here is a guide for the aspirants which will ensure that you don’t miss 
out on any aspect of admissions. 

Engineering 
As the joke goes around, Indians first become engineers and then think about 
what they want to do in life, making engineering the most sought after specialized 
course after 12th. The entrance test procedure for engineering colleges has been 
changed significantly. Students who are passionate about technology and ma-
chines can become an engineer by cracking one of the engineering entrance ex-
ams given below. These tests are carried on every year at both National and State 
ranks for choosing most skilled and competent candidates for admission into en-
gineering institutes across the country. Prominent engineering colleges in India 
include IITs, NITs, and a few more. The most significant and respected Engineer-
ing Entrance Exams in India are AIEEE, BITSAT, IIT JEE and more. However, 
these entrance exams have been replaced by the Centralized Admission Process 
(CAD). Under this process, candidates selected from JEE (Main) compete in give 
JEE (Advanced) for admission in IITs. You may ask yourself why you’re even 
being put through this agony -- aren’t your percentages and extracurricular ac-
tivities enough? Well, a standardized test provides extra information, and that all 
the individual voices combine to take accurate pictures of their applicants. Also, 
high school courses are not always equivalent from region to region, so a stan-
dard measure that is not specific to one particular school can be more meaningful
. 

Mission
ADMISSION
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Delhi University 
Though admission to DU for courses and 
colleges is based on standard XII score only. 
Crucial days ahead for Delhi University 
admission seekers 

 ‘Mission admission’ to all newly-in-
troduced four-year undergraduate four 
year courses at Delhi University is set 
to begin and here is what students can 
undergraduate expect from the time 

they buy the application form till the time they land programme are a seat. 

STEP 1: First of all, the sale of common application forms (both on-
line and offline), also known as the Optical Mark Reader (OMR) 
forms will begin from 2nd June. 
This is the only way that a student can apply to any of DU’s undergraduate 
colleges, except for St. Stephen’s College 
and Jesus and Mary College, which ac-
company their own admission procedure. 
Students applying under the extra-curricu-
lar activities and sports quota will have to 
apply individually to colleges in addition to 
submitting the OMR form. Even SC/ST and 
physically challenged candidates will have to 
fill up the common OMR forms as the admis-
sion process for them will be carried out by 
individual colleges now onwards. Earlier, the university over-
saw admission for SC/ST and physically challenged candidates.

Do not apply twice: The University has cautioned that students should, un-
der no circumstances, opt for double admission. A student who has filled the 
application form online should not apply again in the hard copy format as it 
will amount to double admission and may lead to automatic cancellation. 
Modifications made: A big change made last year was that choice of college 
cannot be mentioned and students put up just list their subject preference. 
There are no limits to the number of courses that a student can apply for. Your 
name will appear in every college that has the subject you opted for, if you 
meet the cutoff. Students making to the cutoff at any of the colleges will be 
able to get themselves admitted within three days. In that respect is no first 
come, first served basis, and then there is no demand to rush. Only once an 

Colleges which follow their 
own admission procedure 
usually have deadlines (to 
fill application form) differ-
ent from that of  other col-
leges laid by DU. So keep 
a check on the respective 
websites of  such colleges.
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admission under the first list is executed, and the second list is published, 
there is no prospect of taking admissions if your figure has already looked 
in the first list and you escaped out. Colleges usually never tweak this rule. 

STEP 2: Wait for the cutoffs. As soon as cutoffs are out, mark the dates 
given by the college of your choice (given on their website) for admissions. 

STEP 3: Once you hit the college check the notice boards of the college, it 
might mention where you should proceed as per your course for escalation 
to the succeeding step of admission. Get the college admission form and fill 
the form carefully. Overwriting, Cutting or use of fluid is to be avoided on the 
Admission Forms. If any such thing happens, the candidate will have to buy 
a new form and start afresh. And so in that respect shall be verification of 
the documents, after which you will need to wait to receive your enrollment 
number and the last step of the admission process is fee submission. Sub-
mit the fee, collect the fee receipt and you are now a student of your college. 
Checklist for Admission Seekers 

Here is a list of things that you must carry on the day of admission to make the 
process smoother and hindrance-free: 
      1. All the required documents (as delineated by the college on their website) 
and extra photocopies along with the originals is a must. 
      2. At least 7-8 copies of your recent photograph. 
      3. Carry your own Blue colored pens, fevicol/fevistick, and stapler. Yo
would not want to run around asking people for fevicol that day. 
      4. Anti-ragging affidavit. This late addition to the list of required documents 
is commonly dropped out by the students who have to endure afterwards. So go 
prepared with your affidavit. 
      5. Lastly, carry some handy snacks like a packet of chips or biscuits and a 
bottle of water. Admission procedures are usually long, cumbersome and tiring.  
So go prepared to beat the heat. 
 
So here is wishing you all Good luck with your applications, good luck with 
your decision, and most of all, good luck engaging the fantastic college oppor-
tunities that are awaiting you. 

-Nitigya Anand 
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Technology has changed the way we live our life. And launching of 
“really cool” gadgets makes our life not only comfortable but much 
more exciting. What if, we get a chance to create our gadgets? What 

if we can create our own Smartphone? Creating something useful, beautiful 
and complete gives us an immense pleasure and satisfaction in an aesthetic 
sense. The very idea of creating a Smartphone for ourselves is really exciting.

Project ARA:
Google is working on its new proj-
ect which is based on this idea. This 
new technological concept of Google 
is called ‘Project Ara’. Project Ara 
is the codename of the initiative by 
Google. Project Ara aims at hardware 
upgradation. Today we can upgrade 
Whatsapp, Facebook and other apps 
to a better version without changing 
our handset. But, if we wish to have 
a better camera quality we need to buy a whole new handset. Project Ara will 
be aimed at modular Smart phones in which a user can hot-swap the modules 
i.e. easily change the module without switching the phone off. For instance, 
when Samsung announced the GalaxyS5 recently, its hot improvements includ-
ed a better camera, a fingerprint scanner and a heart-rate monitor. In a world 
of modular phones, you might be able to pick any or all of those features and 
add them to the phone you already have. You’d even be able to pick among 
multiple cameras, or choose quirky features not meant for the masses. Some-
times, there are people who usually run out of battery. They don’t use their 
phone much for multimedia purposes or clicking pictures. Then, these users 
can remove camera and multimedia from their phone and can use that space 

TECH
Savy
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for extra battery. Project Ara gives user a choice to create your own Smart-
phone according to their wish and convenience and modify it whenever they 
want without spending much and without changing the whole handset. Second-
ly and most importantly, it will contribute in reducing the problem of e-waste.

3-D Printing:
While thinking of Ara, there is anoth-
er technological concept of interest. 
Something that provides the satisfac-
tion and pleasure of creating hard-
ware- 3D PRINTING. The technol-
ogy allows user to create an exact 3D 
replica of things such as bicycle, door 
handle, lamp, motor parts, furniture etc 
from their digital design. 3D Printer is 
very similar to commonly used Ink-jet 
printer. The only difference is that 3D printer uses special plastic threads, called 
ABS filament instead of a cartridge full of ink. Now 3D printers have made 
it possible to print the working replicas of expensive scientific equipments. It 
would be much cheaper and easier to print these equipments as compared to 
conventional methods. A 3D printer for personal use will cost around $2000 
i.e. approximately 1.06 lakh but gadgets gets cheaper as the time passes. An 
average phone case will take approximately an hour to print. Users just have 
to push in programmes, give it command and everything will happen auto-
matically. Best part of 3D printing is it also allows user to modify the prod-
uct by modifying their design. Product will take shape in front of your eyes.

LG’s home chat system!
 LG has come up with one of the most 
intriguing innovations with its ‘LG 
HomeChat’. LG HomeChat will allow 
users to issue commands and receive 
status updates from their smart appli-
ances by texting them using simple 
conversational language. The service 
will work only with LG appliances and 
the company is going to involve major 
home appliances such as refrigerator, ovens, washing machine, dryers, robotic 
vacuum cleaners, etc. in coming year.  You will be able to literally talk to converse 
with appliances in human language. Users will be able to literally chat with their 
fridge from grocery store to find out what is there left in the store, what is not and 
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what is going to end. A working lady will be able to order the robotic vacuum 
cleaner to ‘clean the carpets’, even while working at their office. While leaving 
for vacation, if user texts appliances “I am leaving for vacation”, the refrigerator 
might automatically go for power saving mode and vacuum cleaner might clean 
the whole house before thy return back home. The oven may even respond to 
just to say that it will miss you. It will be fun just like texting to your friends.

Flexible Display Phone:
Many more gadgets and technological concepts have been launched recently and 
are really astonishing with their features. 
But I will still love to give a glimpse of 
“super cool” flexible display phones. LG 
launched its first Smartphone with flexible 
display named as G-Flex which is curved 
and it fits better in your palm and face 
when you are talking, they bring the mic 
closer so that the sound become more clear. 
The curved G-Flex can be brought back to 
flat shape for some time being. Earlier Samsung has also shown the models 
of flexible phone with Samsung Round. Smartphones which could be curved 
according to our convenience will be out in the market in coming few years.

Technological advancement or technological revolution whatever we may refer 
it. But these are innovations in true sense and I am proud to be a part of this 
world of Brainiacs.

-Richansha Riju
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Indian premiere league started very ambitiously by the BCCI years back 
with an intention of glorifying the cricket experience and making cricket 
a truly global sport (as a matter of fact it actually did) . The format was 

based on the NBA and was perfectly executed to become the highest gross-
ing sport of the country. The format was greatly enjoyed by the Indians and 
all other nations, which were part of it. The T20 Format was not new to 
the world but the IPL revolutionized the people’s perspective towards it. 
 
The First Commissioner of IPL, Mr. Lalit Modi was the one who executed 
and institutional- ized this format. 
He was the one who carried on 
a successful first season and IPL 
became a glob- al phenome-
non. But every- thing cannot go 
according to the plan. Mr. Modi 
did lot of embez- zling and misap-
propriation of the funds generated 
out of the game and was also 
charged of corrup- tion and income 
tax frauds etc. The one lesson 
learned here was that there can-
not be an absolute control of such huge thing bestowed to a single per-
son. Thus, there was a need to improve and it was seen in the next seasons. 
 

The IPL was on its peak when, at the end of 5th sea-
son, a scandalous affair of spot fixing by local players 
playing in   have before us the spot fixing scandal, 
which rocked the newspaper headlines, in which fa-
mous cricket Sreesanth has been arrested. This truly 
is a nightmare for every Indian cricket enthusiast and 
questions the very integrity and honesty of this game.  
 

Indian Paisa League? 
IPL

The format was 
based on the NBA 
and was perfectly 

executed to become 
the highest grossing 
sport of the country
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According to newspapers, Sreesanth, Ajit Chandila and Ankeet Cha-
van, arrested and charged for accepting bribes were offered a sum of Rs. 40 
lakh to Rs. 60 lakh to give away pre-fixed number of runs in a given over. 
At least 11 bookies and middlemen have also been arrested in this case. 
The Delhi Police arrested Cricketers Ajit Chandila, Ankeet Chavan, S.Shree-
santh on the charges of spot fixing by getting hold of the call details of the 
Trio with the bookies. This incidence has left the Indian audience heartbroken. 
 
The arrest of actor Vindu Dara Singh and brother in law of Chennai Super Kings Owner 
and BCCI chairman N.Shriniwasan has already started to impregnate the idea of totally 
fixed IPL in the mind of every Indian. And again it is imperative to ask one question – 

“Does the Sport makes money, or money makes the Sport?”
 

-Himanshi Khatri 
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The annual system of education was prevalent in Delhi University as well 
as all the reputed and recognized universities/institutions since long. The 
time when annual mode was followed, DU used to be one of the most fun 

and happening place where scholars not only worked upon their academic front 
and gave exams, but also fostered as a perfect “package” of an independent per-
son as he was given immense time to explore himself, his gifts and his political 
theories. Students had an immense time to participate in co-curricular activities, 
there was no burden of studies and the internal examinations were considered 
with extreme importance. The internal examinations were expected to keep a 
foundation for students and prepare them for the final university examinations.  
 
But, as it is said “Change is the only constant”. Semester system came and changed the 
whole scenario of the conduct of examinations to entirely new and different levels. 
 
Under the Annual Examination system, there used to be the conduct of one fi-
nal examination at the end of relevant Session in all categories, in which the 
papers were usually set by the outsider teachers/professors and checked by ex-
ternal examiners through centralized marking, under the supervision of the con-
troller of examination of the University concern. But, in the Semester system, 
the examinations were conducted twice a year- both the internal and external 
ones. Before you look to feel yourself out from the gallops of the first exter-
nals, the date sheet of the next examinations is out. The internals which used to 
create a base for students were being converted to simple class tests/presenta-
tions/assignments and projects making the students to just copy-paste informa-
tion from net to obtain high scores, merely attend all the classes (though being 
mentally absent) to secure marks for attendance or just cheating in class tests. 
 
Also, Semester system keeps students busy, schedule and more focused to-
wards their objectives. Students of semester systems, who really want to ven-
ture into something else, do not get time. They cannot focus on anything else 
apart from the curriculum but this is not the case with annual system ,as stu-

Annual
MODE

COVER
STORY
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dents consider that they have enough time to attempt one final examination at 
the end of year therefore they indulge in a lot other activities for many months 
in session and prepare themselves for examination in two or three months.  
 
As al- ways, every-
thing has its pros and cons. Here is how and why the Annual mode of Education 
was effective for so long and what made the need to alter this arrangement. 
 

ADVANTAGES 
 
Annual Mode has been the most prevalent mode of examination in Delhi Univer-
sity. Deduced from the pattern in schools, it was not challenged and changed for a 
very long time. Moreover, the effectiveness of it is definitely unquestionable as it 
has been the most preferred form of examination. Here are some of the advantag-
es of “The Annual Mode – The foundation of Examination in Delhi University”: - 
 
1.  The students of annual mode were given sufficient time to become familiar 
with the subjects. Since students had reasonable time, they referred to the origi-
nal books and readings rather than just preparing Past Year Papers and notes. 

2. It was more of knowledge oriented rather than examination oriented. 
There was scope of further research in a particular subject and as such, ev-
ery discipline was taught in great detail as compared to the semester mode. 

3. The concept of “Home Examination” was prevalent at that time. 
Like class 12th students have pre-boards, similarly college stu-
dents had home examination. This additional degree of prepared-
ness resulted in more seriousness and devotion among the pupils. 

4. From the teachers’ point of view, annual mode was more comfortable. Unlike 
Semester mode, every teacher had a permanent job for the entire year. There was 
time with teachers for conceptual clarity and not to rush with the syllabus. They 
could afford to stress on more important topics and devote certain lectures to it. 

5. The result of annual mode was practical. Students used to score 60% to 80%, 
which is satisfactory score. In semester system, students score more than 90% 
that are rather impractical in college. 
 

DISADVANTAGES 

“Change is the only constant”.
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Thither are many drawbacks of annual mode that forced the authorities to swap 
it with the semester mode. Annual mode is more elastic and gives more room 
to students. But it certainly has many shortcomings, which are as follows: - 
 
1. To pursue a Master’s Degree, foreign universities demand 16 years of for-
mal education. For a Delhi University Annual Mode graduate, it makes only 15 
years of formal education after graduation. The break up is 10 (secondary edu-
cation), +2 (higher education) and +3 (graduation). Introduction of Four Year 
Undergraduate Program makes sure that like engineering and law graduates; 
the commerce graduates also get 16 years of formal education. 

2. The annual mode definitely provided more time to students. This extra-time 
can be utilized for co-curricular but can also be wasted. The semester provides 
enough internal examinations and opportunities that there is no time to waste. 

3. By not having exams on a steady basis, studies used to survive off-
track for the majority of students. As it is rightly said that real prepara-
tion starts just before exams, the annual system lagged in this respect. 

4. The level of sincerity of students can be analyzed by their attendance. 
Unlike semester mode students, annual mode 
students normally didn’t attend classes on regular basis. 
 
 
Under Annual examination system, teachers had no proper road map, plan 
and strategy to teach their subject, the overall result of the examination con-
cerned not up to expectations. The failure ratios were also high; students ob-
tained comparatively low marks, having disciplinary problems. Since the estab-
lishment of semester system of examination in educational institutions, it has 
been exhibiting a great deal of difference in connection to examination meth-
odology such as the conduct of examination, tenure of semester, paper setting, 
paper marking and teacher’s power and authority, student’s learning and their 
position and discipline. The semester system as managed and controlled inter-
nally by particular University itself, therefore having many advantages relates 
to teacher’s power and authority. By and large, a teacher has the advantage to 
plan and oversee the course outlines semester wise, has the power to prepare 
the paper, mark the paper, with regular interval with semesters, therefore they 
have the ability and authority to keep in line and keep discipline among pupils. 
 
Though the Annual system of education was the most consistent form of system fol-
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lowed, the advancement and exposure to new concepts and schemes made the edu-
cationists investigate possibilities of new and better system of teaching. The con-
version of Annual system to the Semester one and now to FYUP may seem absurd 
initially, but who knows years later we’ll be thanking the authorities for this Change. 
 

-Mohit Aggarwal, Divya Grover 
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Getting admission into Delhi University is a dream for many high school 
students of our country. High school is a time when students are most con-
cerned about what is happening around in the premium varsities across the 

country. One news must have made students particularly anxious. That would be 
Delhi University switching to the semester system i.e. having two terms in a year 
in which the students would require to sit for public examinations twice and the 
same course would not be repeated. Subsequent protests erupting from students’ 
and teachers’ associations was the reason of concern. The campus news was filled 
with stakeholders demanding roll back, citing that the transition was hasty and 
coercive. But a look around and it was not just DU. Nearly every university was 
changing over to the semester system for general level courses as well.  On hear-
ing of conception of such a system, the first reaction of students ought to be relief, 
relief from studying thick refreshers at one go. Semester system would mean less 
syllabus to memorize at a go. Semester system would mean two chances to score 
well in a year. But at the same time, the protests were something that was per-
plexing. Why were the students objecting to such a system which would make 
graduation less onerous? The answer to the question is not quite straightforward. 
While the semester system has some advantages, it has some drawbacks as well.   
 
Even though the semester system gives more chances to students to do well 
and some of them manage to do well also, but they find themselves in trou-
bled waters once it comes to application of concepts.  Reason? The semester 
system, the race to get a job after graduation and a myriad of extra-curricular 
activities that you must place your head into for an awesome CV. Though se-
mester system, on the face of it, might seem to take the burden off the students’ 
shoulders, it might get you in troubled waters if you don’t manage time well.  
 
Below are tabulated some advantages and disadvantages of the semester system 
with reference to the annual system.  

The

DECODED
emesterystemS
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Advantages: 
 
        • One of the main compensations of the semester system is that it reduces the 
students’ burden in terms of the volume of the course to be memories at one go. For 
example, if there are 10 subjects to study in a year, then the syllabus is equally distributed 
for the semester. This might help students who do not have a huge retaining capacity. 
       • It gives two chances. In the annual system, it is a do or die situation. But 
in the semester system, if you don’t score well in the first semester of a year, 
there is always a second chance to amelio-
rate your score on the subsequent semester.  
       • It helps maintain regularity and helps 
in focusing more on studies. With regular 
assessments and shorter deadlines, students 
acquire a prospect to assess their perfor-
mance continuously. 
       • It gives time to venture into activities 
like internships and hobby classes during 
the winter break. In the annual mode, the winter break is generally consumed 
in doing the piled up assignments whereas in semester mode, winter break 
starts just after exams and students are free to pursue internships and hobbies.  
 

Disadvantages: 
 
       • The duration of teaching is drastically affected. A four month semester 
after incorporating all holidays, fests etc. effectively leaves just 90 days of teach-
ing. For an average student it might prove to be a great distress to juggle be-

tween academics, extracurricular activities, 
relationships, fun and what all things that 
students involve themselves in these days. 
Also, it might be cumbersome for the teacher 
to complete the course in such a short span. 
• The time constraint has further ramifica-
tions. It might lead to gaining a very superficial 
knowledge of the subject as opposed to in depth 
knowledge that is gained in the annual system. 
Shorter deadlines may not have the desirable ef-
fect when it comes to grasping of a subject. Stu-

dents might just forget pertinent points and their applications after each semester. 
       • In this age of rising unemployment and cut-throat competition, build-
ing a CV that stands out from the crowd is a must for each student. For 
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those who do not know how to manage time well, semester system might 
prove a real pain. The incessant flow of assignments and tests sometimes 
leave little room for extracurricular activities and relaxation. At the same 
time some students might find the temptation of college fests and a myri-
ad of fun and academic activities irresistible and lose out on attendance. It 
is a bane especially in those varsities which award marks for attendance. 
       • The teachers also get overburdened as they have to examine thousands of exam 
copies twice a year. It also poses a huge financial burden on the university. It might also 
lead to seasonal unemployment for teachers who teach during one semester and are 
freed from service for the subsequent semester. It might as well affect their abilities. 
 
The aforementioned points are very generic arguments about the merits and de-
merits of the semester system. Whether it is a sincere effort to make the educational 
process more fruitful or a capricious diktat to ape the west is a question that will 
be only answered in the long term. For now the students should try to adapt them-
selves to the existing system and try to get the best out of it as in an environment of 
uncertain policy framework, the best bet for students is not to rely on the system 
but polish their abilities and put them to the best use possible. Managing time well 
is the key to succeed in such a system. If you do that well enough, then no matter 
what surprise is hurled at you in these tricky times, you will emerge a winner.   

-Pahur Jain 
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Sitting in the college canteen these days, one can overhear a group of fu-
chas (the term used for freshers in DU) sitting seriously around a table and 
translating “Tum Hi Ho” to English or doing something equally frivolous! 

And against your better judgment, you end up asking them what it is all about 
and as bizarre as it may sound, chances are high that they announce they are do-
ing one of their Applied Language Course (ALC) assignments. And that’s how 
we people get curious about the ‘Four Year Undergraduate Program (FYUP)’.
 
Let’s go back in time. Four years ago, i.e. 2010, DU used to be one of the most 
enjoyable and happening place for young undergrads with bright shiny eyes and 
with even brighter dreams and aspirations. Fast forward a year, the universi-
ty decided to switch to the semester system. The courses were trimmed down 
and so was the time in the hands of the students. Before we could say “Yes, 
exams are over lets party!” we were boggled down with yet another semester 
exams. Fast forward to two more years, as the things were settling down and 
students were getting in groove, the university came up with the mother of all 
the changes the FYUP and the bright shiny eyes were replaced by baffled looks. 

FYUP is the biggest, most far reaching change of curriculum in the recent (i.e., last 
30-40 years) history of DU. The first time where the FYUP was placed before any 
statutory body of the University was at the Academic Council meeting on Mon-
day, 24 December, 2012. This meeting – to discuss the biggest curricular reform 
in several decades – was an extraordinary meeting, called at 3 days notice, which 
was issued on Friday, 21 December, 2012 and delivered over the weekend. The 
structure of the FYUP presented to the Academic Council on 24 December was not 
sent to the Committees of Courses at the Faculties or Departments, or to the Staff 
Councils of Colleges, giving Departments no time to consider the proposal and 
formulate an informed response. The Academic Council meeting of 24 December 
approved the FYUP specifically requesting that the University take more time to 
think through this major change, and that a detailed White Paper on the FYUP 
be prepared and made public to enable the University community to respond to 
it. This request, as we all know, was never considered as the university came out 

“Fuelling Youth” Undergraduate Program
FYUP



29

SMILYO

with a final draft of FYUP, with all the changes in the courses, within 4 months.  

Let’s look at the reasons why the university thinks that FYUP is advantageous. 
       • The changes in Delhi University are widely seen as a test-
ing ground for a general shift to four-year degrees in India. 
       • It is beneficial for those students who want to study in the States as they need 16 
years of formal education which the 10+2+4 system will provide. Thus, it will help 
the Indian students to meet the requirements of the international education system.  
       • One additional year means that the main course will pan out slowly. This will 
give students more time to evolve through their courses which will allow them to get 
familiar with what they actually study and how these studies can be related to their lives.  
       • Students experiencing problems to complete their fourth year can complete 
it in the next eight years.  
       • No student will 
be held back in the se-
mester irrespective of 
the number of subjects 
he or she passed in. 
Students with difficul-
ties or any other reason 
can drop their cours-
es at any time after two 
years of under graduation and they will still be rewarded with a Diploma. 
However, it seems that the disadvantages overweigh the advantages. Not only 
that, even the advantages have their own problems, like those students who 
obtain a two-year Diploma will study only 8 papers from their main disci-
pline. The remaining 20 courses will be compulsory, basic foundation courses. 
       • All students, irrespective of the stream they come from, will have to study 
foundation courses over the first two years. Moreover, the foundation courses are 
too basic that the students lose interest very easily. This leads to low attendance in 
the foundation course lectures followed by the absenteeism of the teacher as well.   
       • Three years Bachelors Degree will have 14 main core courses and 28 non-core 
courses, while students of other universities will get their bachelors with honours.  
       • Four year Bachelors Degree with honors will have 20 core courses out 
of 50 courses, whereas earlier three year program had 75 per cent core course.  
       • How can you expect people with the 2 year Diploma to get jobs when people with 
PhD’s are unemployed? This is bound to produce a pool of unemployed young people. 
       • The BA/BSc Program accounted for 76% of all undergraduate enrollment; 
even if we ignore the non-formal formats, the program stream students account 
for 42% of all regular-format undergraduates. All these students will now be 
forced to apply to one or the other disciplines, thus significantly raising enroll-
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ment in the larger disciplines like Political Science, Physics, History or Hindi. 
       • In addition to this there is a major shortage of infrastructure. No provision 
has been made for additional infrastructure or teaching posts for the extra year.  
 
The shift to the four-year undergraduate program, without ensuring these essen-
tial requirements, is an irresponsible move on the part of authorities. It is widely 
considered as a copy of American Academics model. But the only similarity with 
the American system is that students can opt for a four-year course if one wants to 
(i.e. if they do not exercise the exit option earlier). In reality, the American system 
offers a broader kind of choices to students, accumulating credits over a number of 
years and across the universities. None of these will be available to a DU student.  

-Neha Yadav 
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With the wave of engineering entrances lined up ahead, students of-
ten end up in a dilemma; Which exam to appear for? How to pre-
pare? and all kinds of thoughtful doubts. Well, one is ought to 

face them once in a while, but with proper guidance, the journey can be as 
smooth as it can be. So, here are some common doubts that an engineering stu-
dent may face. Let’s have a look at them and the possible way outs for them:

Which exam to go for?

Well, to be honest, it’s entirely up to you to choose an exam to apply for. There’s a myth 
that the best exam to write is the IIT (which has now been clubbed with AIEEE). But 
that’s just a myth. If you want a variety of courses to choose from and are not actu-
ally crazy about IITs, you have a creamy bunch of exams to apply for. For instance:
BITS
AMU engineering
DU (DTU)
Indraprastha University (IPU)
 UPTU
 VIT and many more

How to prepare?

This actually is the most sought for question that students ask. As is said, there 
isn’t a shortcut to success, but there is surely a long but neat way to accomplish 
it. With those ‘business based’ coaching classes attracting students to join them, 
a simple student like me stands confused
. 
       • According to the CBSE boards and the IITs, every entrance exam that is 
going to be conducted by the respective boards, will be completely based on 

The Engineering Exam

FEVER!
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NCERT course books. So, if a student possesses a proficient understanding of the 
basic concepts that the NCERT books follow, he/she shouldn’t opt for coaching 
as an alternative. That opinion may seem weird and shocking, but that’s the truth.

       • Keep going through every single concept in the NCERT course books, 
study aid from refreshers, and grab some previous year sample papers.

       • The trend that is observed in all 
entrance exams is that the question, 
whatever their level may be, are most-
ly (around 90%) based on one or the 
other topic that the NCERT follows. 

       • I concur that such institutions 
(coachings) are knowledge boost-
ers and contribute a great deal in get-
ting one admitted in a renowned col-
lege/university. But at the same time, 
one shouldn’t just blindly go to any 
institution that guarantees a selec-
tion. No one can predict if you’re going to get selected or not.

       • Go for the test series that coaching classes provide. You sure-
ly can join a coaching, but be secured that the foundation bears a stan-
dard and will clear away even the most basic doubts that you confront. 

       • When the entrances are around the clock, just revise your con-
cepts as soon as possible and start attempting mock tests. They speed 
up your thinking skills. A good exam doesn’t test the level of formu-
las you know; it tests the concepts and your understanding of the concept. 

       • Just relax and practice as many papers as you can. Here 
are some good books which can strengthen your understanding:

1. NCERT (that’s a must)
2. S.L. Arora
3. H.C. Verma
4. ABC for Physics
5. RD Sharma (both subjective and objective)
6. Arihant (chiefly for IIT)
7. AIEEE mock test series

Which institution to select?
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It often happens that a student ends up getting in the merit list of a 
good number of institutions. And so begins the counseling confu-
sion. Where to go from there? Which institution to opt for? etc. etc…
Well, if you’ve got a choice of institutions ahead of you, that’s bril-
liant! Sometimes, it does get 
confusing when you’ve got a 
stream of options to choose 
from. But there’s nothing to 
be in a dilemma for. Just go 
for the institution that offers 
the course of your choice. It’s 
the course that matters, don’t 
go in for an institution that 
doesn’t have your course but 
is well known.  After joining, 
you’ll realize that all of them offer practically the same education, the differ-
ence being, one offers loads of luxury with simple education, while the oth-
er offers a subtle atmosphere with the same level of education. Opt for a gov-
ernment institution as far as possible, they’ve better placement opportunities.

How to attempt while appearing for the exam?

It’s easy! Don’t waste time thinking over the questions you are not familiar with. 
You can surely try answering them, but prefer to undertake them in the end, 
when you’ve already answered the known ones. The problem often faced is that 
a student wastes his precious time trying to answer a problem that he/she hasn’t 
ever seen. In managing so, not only is the energy wasted, simply the opportunity 
to face the simpler problems ahead in the paper gets diminished as well. And 
one more thing, try and use tricks to solve a problem. Like, if you are ending up 
with a weird figure, try rounding it off to minimize the calculations-it works! So, 
just keep cool and cheerfully attempt the problems that seem easy to you first.

What all to keep handy during the exam?

That may seem a simple question, but that’s actually worth noting. With all those 
formulas stuffed up in your head, you may forget some of the most basic stuff. 

       • Keep your writing stuff (pens/pencils/eraser/sharpeners/scale) handy with 
you. 
       • Remember to carry your hall ticket with some other identity proof. 
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       • Keep a calculator handy, in case the center allows its use.
       • Avoid carrying mobile phones, examination centers don’t usually allow 
them.

So, I hope your entire dilemma about the entrance exams stands clarified.  Ex-
perience an awesome luck facing them. Ace them all!

-Harsh S. Kulshrestha
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One has to agree that he is indeed very lucky if he gets away with the course 
of his choice in the college he had always dreamt of being in. Escaping the 
paranoia of choosing between the subject one loves, his holy scripture and 

the institution which is no less than a shrine to him is no less than a gift sent by God 
himself. But getting an easy break in the end does not mean that he doesn’t suffer 
from the utter delusion at all.  Believe me; I know the pressure one goes through. 
Right from the terrifying moment the board results are announced every day is 
spent feeling lost, dreading the monstrous percentages your dream-college is go-
ing to demand, imagining grim scenarios in which you have to pick up between the 
college and the course, often doubting the course you “think” you want to. By the 
day the cut-off lists finally come out, one is practically cut-off from half his senses.  
We can categorize students into three categories: The Happy Go Lucky, The 
Course Setters, and The Combination Seekers. 
When faced with the difficult decision of choosing between the course and the 
college, one should decide in accordance with the category he/she can associate 
himself/herself with.  

The Happy Go Lucky – Well, most people come under this catego-
ry-not sure what they want to do, have other plans and career paths to be pur-
sued in the long term like civil, law or MBA. Well, it’s easy for you, be the 
carefree bird and happily so. Pick up the best college and the best course of-
fered by them and you are good to go. Try and make the best of the perfect col-
lege- the academic environment, the extra-curricular activities, and the name! 

The Course Setters (no pun intended) - If you are definite about 
the subject you want to study there is no thinking twice even if you don’t get 
the so-called best college. Getting into “perfect” college and studying physics 
when your interest lies in economics may give you a high for a few weeks, 

COURSE
or

COLLEGE
Which way to proceed?
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but when eventually you get over the “aura” and the name of the place and get 
down to studying, life is going to get tough.  Passion for the subject is what 
makes you work and when you won’t have the drive coming from the subject, 
you’ll have no inspiration to study.You will end up being a mediocre performer 
in a great college when you could have been a great student in a good college. 
There is no denying that having the perfect college name gives you a social 
satisfaction and often opens up doors to the big companies relatively easily. 
But, maybe 10 
years down your 
professional life 
when you would 
be working as a 
consulting phys-
icist instead of 
being a financial 
advisor for The 
Planning Com-
mission of India, as you always dreamt of, you may not be so happy about the 
“opening doors” any longer. The brand name of the college does help get higher 
pay offers in the beginning, but after 2-3 years, it is the quality and quantity 
of work done and the dedication shown that counts and affects the progress.  
Moreover, if you are excited by a subject, there are chances that 
you will pursue it for higher studies. Admissions to master’s cours-
es are based on entrance exams, college names have no role to play. 

The Combination Seekers – There is a segment of students who have a 
set combination of course and college in mind. These sets may be so diverse in 
themselves, that I for one, find myself incapable of comprehending. An example 
could be having the following sets - English (Honors) from St. Stephen’s (only!) 
or B.Com. (Honors) from Shri Ram College of Commerce (only!) or B.A. Eco-
nomics (Honors) from Hansraj College (only!). Statistics being one of my dis-
ciplines, I am forced out of habit to calculate probabilities of a student securing 
these combinations. And I dare say, I am worried for them. Having very rigid 
preferences more often than not leads to disappointment. But if someone wishes 
to keep his/her choices strict, he/she should make a sequence of the preference and 
not get disheartened if he/she doesn’t get through. One important thing is to have 
a strong back-up plan; totally independent of the rat race for colleges and courses. 
Not getting admission in a college is not the end of the world. Wheth-
er a student should give preference to the course over college or col-
lege over the course is an individual decision. Going by the situation one 
finds himself in, he should make the most rational decision and act on it.
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 -Garima Parashar 

 

    What the students had to say!

Tanishka Goyal:

This question has been a turning point in my life. 
Physics is the subject I used to dislike and mathematics – my favorite. Fate had dif-
ferent plans for me. I couldn’t get maths hons. in the best 
colleges of DU but was getting a chance to study in KMC 
(basically the north campus) in the physics hns course 
only. There were two roads ahead of me. First, leading to 
the love of my life mathematics and second, to my dream 
college where I would have a life I want. I am already past 
half of the grad and I haven’t regretted my decision till now. 
Obviously the course is something that’s going to matter 
not only in present but also in the future. But is it all that 
matters? NO! Water is not all for survival, adaptation plays 
a crucial role. If the student is not happy with its surround-
ing, the choices may go useless or come to an abrupt end! ‘

Pranjali Nagpal:

‘In my opinion Course should be given the pref-
erence as a particular course opted decides the 
further options for a student in her/his career, 
opting for a particular college just because it 
has a brand value attached with it or it’s popu-
lar among the students shalln’t be a good deci-
sion on the part of a student. So, I think a per-
son should opt for the course of his choice over 
the college and pursue his career in it and rest 
everything should be given 2nd preference.’

Tanishka Goyal
Kirori Mal College

Pranjali Nagpal
G.G.S. I.P UNIVERSITY
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Tanvi Sabarwal:

‘In my opinion it is the course which matters not the 
name of the college, as it is rightly said “what lies in the 
cover of book”? Hence students must not go with the 
names of big broad colleges but with the course which 
can lead them to the zenith of success.
In hindi I just want to conclude that: 
“KAAM AISA KARO KI NAM HO”
YA FIR NAM AISA KARO KI KAM KUD HOJAYE “.
In every college you’ve got the same opportunity but the 
thing is you must be a go getter.
Just look for a good course not for a college because the 
“D DeLHI UNIVERSITY” says it all.’

Devina Misra:

‘The course definitely should be the priority in selecting 
where to pursue higher studies. If one goes for the better col-
lege than the preferred course, it may make your college life 
more exciting but whatever course you have will decide the 
future. Of course, I do not mean to lessen the importance of a 
good college which may mean more opportunities. However, 
lets say there is an amazing workshop about a particular sub-
ject, how will it help that person who has no interest in the 
subject and only took it because it was the only one that per-
son was getting in that college? You can definitely learn to 
love something but it’s not the same as having passion for it.’

Labhya Sharma:

‘According to me the course must be given more preference 
by the students because if you have interest in some particu-
lar course for ex: computer engineering then you can easily 
create opportunities for yourself and at this time institutions 
doesn’t matter for you and if you take admission in some good 
institute and choose any other course then there will be less 
chances for you to take the advantages of opportunities, final-

SBSC, DU

Tanvi Sabarwal

Gargi College
Devina Misra

ZHCET, AMU
Labhya Sharma
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ly this will be the worst condition. so, follow things in which you are interested.

Abu Talha Danish:

‘For sure, course should be given preference over 
college. It is something that is crucial for your en-
tire life. May be the college you are getting has 
good placement opportunities or other facilities, 
but if the course is not of your interest, you can-
not enjoy your studies. You may get much better 
placement offers from a college of lesser reputation 
but ‘in your area of interest’, because you will have 
much more chances to excel in the subjects which 
you like. For me, if I were getting Electronics or 
Electrical engineering even in IIT’s, I would simply reject it without hesitation, 
because I wanted Computer Engineering, no matter in which college!!. So, never 
choose a college if you are getting a course in which you are not interested.s’

Abu Talha Danish
ZHCET, AMU
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Since the time you step in 12th standard, the trouble to take your “big-
gest” decision of life starts swaying over your neck. The trouble to decide 
which path you desire to follow. The trouble to score enough to secure 

a spot in a good reputed college. An indeed troubling, troubling trouble. Fac-
ing the class 12 board examinations is in itself a big challenge. The pressure 
a student falls under is excruciating. But no, it does NOT end there. There is 
much more. The online and offline submission of forms of oh-so-many private 
and government universities start soon after the board exams get over. Some 
colleges have entrance exams while others take in admissions on the basis of 
the board examination result. Whatever it may be, you have to take the bull 
by the horns.  As the admission fever soon begins, it is imperative to find one-
self stuck in the largest battle of choosing the right institution- with the war 
between private universities and government foundations always going on. 
 
In India, we have very few private institutions. Sur-
prising, isn’t it? Well, every private college needs to be 
sanctioned by a government body (UGC aka Universi-
ty Grants Commission) and most of them are affiliated 
to a government university. According to UGC, AICTE 
et al, there are 659 universities in India as of 2012. Out 
of 659 universities, 152 are central universities, 316 
are state universities and 191 are private universities. 
 
 A strong tendency is seen among urban families to pre-
fer private schools for secondary education but govern-
ment colleges for higher education. Why? Fundamentally, 
schools are responsible for building a child’s founda-
tion. The upbringing of a child has much to do with his/

Private Universities

Vs
Government Universities!

The ever Raging war between
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her school. It is not that college has no role to play in establishing a student’s 
premise, merely that the intensity of con-
tribution is less. The private schools are 
owned by renowned trusts. For instance, 
Delhi Public School Society owns the 
network of Delhi Public Schools, Child 
Education Society controls Bal Bhara-
ti Public Schools. These privately owned 
institutions are capable to provide an ar-
ray of facilities to the students by means 
of charging high fees- which the larger parts of urban population can afford 
(the reason for concentration in towns and cities). More facilities and com-
petency in private schools are enough to make urban parents shell out mon-
ey from their pockets. According to estimates, 80 percent of all schools in 
India are government schools making government the front-runner in educa-
tion. But merely 27 percent of Indian children are privately educated.  Phew! 
 
Private universities are not operated by government. These universities may 
receive tax breaks, public loans and grants. These institutions offer multi-
disciplinary courses, but in cases when excellent colleges offering single 
stream specialization degrees are in existence, some of the courses of pri-
vate universities have been on a back seat. For instance-the Mumbai Film 
Academy is one of the best institute providing film study course in Mumbai. 
 
Private universities in Delhi are much like the school we saw in Student of 
the Year. Not only the institution, but the crowd is also standardized. These 
colleges (like Amity, IILM et al) provide sprawling and spacious campus, 
but charge monstrously high fees and thus attracts students mainly from ur-
ban areas. Most of these are situated on the outskirts of a metropolitan city. 
 

The primary cause for people preferring government 
colleges is that they offer quality education and that 
too in nominal fees. For engineering, Delhi has a 
top - class state owned colleges like Delhi Techni-
cal University, Indian Institute of Technology and 
Netaji Subhash Institute of Technology. Science col-
leges like St. Stephens College and Lady Shri Ram 
College have set a benchmark for quality education. 

Colleges like Shri Ram College of Commerce, Shaheed Sukhdev College of 
Business Studies, Hansraj College, Sri Venkateswara College have pioneered 
in the field of commerce. For fashion designing, National Institute of Fashion 
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Technology leads the spectrum. There is no private institution up to compete 
with these aces. Even if there are some, they are rated below the above ones. 
Birla Institute of Technology and Science and Pearl Academy of Fashion are a 
few of the private acclaimed institutes. Indian School Business is another pio-
neer in the area of Management, which vies with the government aided IIMs. 
 
Government universities provide more exposure in comparison to private 
universities. Also, government universities are the front-runners in terms of 
rankings and placements as the seat to application ratio in government uni-
versities calls for stringent selection procedure. This procedure makes sure 
that only the topcream of the students reaches the government colleges.  
 
The illustrious alumni of the government colleges help the cause of govern-
ment universities further. People from 
all spheres like cinema (Shah Rukh 
Khan, Amitabh Bachchan), politics 
(Arun Jaitley, Salman Khurshid, Mon-
tek Singh Ahluwalia), activists (Aru-
na Roy, Kiran Bedi), media (Arn-
ab Goswami, Prabhu Chawla) and 
sports (Arun Lal) can be traced back 
to the University of Delhi, a govern-
ment university. Unquestionably, it says a lot about the education, the oppor-
tunities and the vast array of people that one gets in a government university. 
 
The crux of the argument is that both the government and private institutions 
complement each other though there are significant differences between the two 
of them. Both private and government sector co-exist in a society. Both have 
their merits as well as shortcomings. While private universities are characterized 
by quick decision making and converting an opening into opportunity, govern-
ment universities often find themselves in red-tapism and legal procedures. The 
needs of the society constantly change and education forms the backbone of 
it. The education sector should also incorporate the alterations in the society. 
Well, there is a demand for specialized courses in our country and if the gov-
ernment doesn’t capture it, the private sector must go for it. Moreover, the pop-
ulation of India is 1.1 billion. Government institutions cannot cover the entire 
population, so there is a need for individual establishments as well. The educa-
tion sector can reach success only if both the institutions work simultaneously. 

 -Mohit Aggarwal 
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  What the students had to say….
 

Shashank Garg:

‘There are many reasons for giving priority to private institutions for prima-
ry and government for higher studies. Actually, it’s all 
the consequence of our Indian educational system.
1.In primary education, a child’s basic foundation is laid 
down which has to be done in a proper organised way. 
In India, Government primary schools lack such proper 
organised education. Moreover it does not have that child 
friendly environment which a growing up children need.

2. Government primary school still lacks of resources 
needed for their proper functioning.

3. For higher studies, government funds too much for its 
institutions. So there is lot of availability of resources in 
government institutions for higher education.

4. Higher education needs a standard which a government institute can only 
provide. Some of the private institutions do have maintained their standard but 
they are very less in number. In professional world, our college’s name is also 
seen along with our degree.

5. In primary studies, teachers have to pay attention on each and every aspect 
of child’s education. That can be achieved in private schools only. Government 
school is full of absent teachers. Lack of infrastructure is also one of the im-
portant issues with government schools.’
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Management quota: (noun) 
An ancient technique through which students are extorted of all their money in 
exchange for a certificate that isn’t worth the paper it’s printed on. 
 

Since the time 12th boards end, the greatest threat of securing “good 
marks”, “good college”, preferring a “valuable course” starts to 
hover over students. Not just students, securing a safe place in 

prime colleges becomes a matter of life and death for parents as well. 

India has a few numbers of good institutions, but unfortunately the num-
ber is not so great. The number of reputed institutions is limited and so 
does the number of seats. Adding to that, the biggest and the contro-
versial quota system is another impediment for the ‘General classes’. 

The colleges have come up with a proposal for general class students where they 
can buy seats in well-known colleges by paying huge sums of money. This prop-
osition is a boon for some and bane for others. Students who are not capable to se-
cure good grades in schools get admission into well-off colleges through the man-
agement quota and a common general middle class student keeps fighting for his 
survival against the brutal battles of SC/ST quotas, OBC quotas, Outsider, etc. etc. 

Though we completely agree that Undergraduate Admission is an important 
turning point in a young person’s life. Every parent has a dream that their chil-
dren achieve better education and have successful careers by becoming Engi-
neers, Doctors and Management gurus. Parents definitely feel proud, if their 
son/daughter is working in a multinational or a reputed hospital getting hefty 
payoffs. The countdown of seeing their wards achieve their bright future be-
gins before birth. They are so much apprehensive and strained that they spend 
madly on their child’s education without realizing if it’s worth paying for.  
Parents willingly and lovingly spend any sum of money to get their children ad-

MANAGEMENT

QUOTA
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mitted in one of the best foundations for elementary training. They do anything 
to make their child receive the best education, best facilities, crowd, faculty, rep-
utation and what not. The idea of merit and academic qualification has taken a 
back seat and all one needs to do is, pour a large amount of money in the greedy 
bellies of institutional authorities disguised as development funds, infrastructur-
al funds etc. etc. and secure a seat. But getting admission in a respectable and 
reputed college is not simply an affair of money only until and unless, the biased 
and corrupt system of, management quota strives its way in the colleges too.  

Today, admission into colleges for general students is possible in 2 ways- ei-
ther along the basis of merit or buying seats through management quota. 

You all must be very well aware of the admission procedure based on the merit 
system. The other system of getting admission into colleges is “Management 
quota”. 

“Management quota, donation seats, paid seats, direct admissions”- Many 
names, but sole purpose-ADMISSION. It fulfills your dream of slipping into an 
institution of your choice, but with a cost. 

Management quota can be simplified as a back-
door entry into colleges. For many students get-
ting admission to any top colleges is almost im-
possible because of the increased intensity of high 
competition levels and soaring cut off. For them 
management quota is an option to get admission 
in the best and renowned colleges by just paying 
fees which are higher than the general quota seats. 

At Delhi University, where admissions are purely based 
on merit of a child, management quota is either not in 
use or maybe it is backdoor. In such case, if the management quota is still breathing 
somewhere in the peripheries of admission procedures, it is sheer injustice to the 
students deserving seats on the merit basis. In Delhi University, 22.5% seats are re-
served for SC/ST quota, 27% of seats are reserved for other backward classes, 5% 
seats are reserved for CW category and 3% of the seats are reserved for PWD Can-
didates. This implies that management quota has a role to play in DU admissions. 

In 2008, a man named Himanshu Gupta, a Third Officer in the Merchant Navy was 
held back in admission racket where he called for the huge total of 4-5 lakhs from 
parents of pupils to stimulate them into some prominent colleges under the figure 
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of “management quota”. The accused was using fake SC/ST certificates as he was 
aware that almost 30 to 40 per cent seats go vacant under this particular quota. He 
exploited the reserved category quota in DU under the name of management quota. 

The management quota seats in engineering, medical, MBA Colleges are con-
sidered as a gift for candidates who are talented but fail to perform well in the 
final and entrance exams. Management quota is where 10% of seats is set aside 
for these gullible students and the admissions are based just on the extra mon-
ey donated to colleges and not on the CET, AIEEE or other rankings. All the 

colleges providing such seats are 
selffinanced. Institutions/colleges 
charge more fees for management 
quota students and it may vary from 
one college to another, depending 
upon the rankings, resources and fa-
cilities they provide. Such extra fund 

can be used by the foundations to get improvements in the campus, invest-
ing in college infrastructures and other helpful activities. Although there are 
a hundred of AICTE approved engineering colleges all across Bangalore. But 
also there are a few prestige and reputed colleges having great campus and 
recruitment facilities. These colleges come under top 5 or top 10 ranking. 

Many colleges offer these seats and many parents avail the benefits by paying 
heavy sums of money. But, in living up to the dreams of their kids to take admis-
sion in top colleges, parents neglect the fact that how this unfair system shatters 
the diligence and hopes of innocent children who believe in the concept of hard-
work. There are some children who deserve those seats but couldn’t afford the 
high donation fees. The anguish those parents feel who do not have enough money 
to get their children admitted to reputed colleges is incomparable. This lopsided 
system where money operates everything, forces us to ponder about the two cat-
egories, one- who burn the midnight oil to materialize their dreams of studying in top 
institutions and second- who use materialistic methods to contrive their lavish dreams.   

-Divya Grover 
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INTERVIEW
(Lt. Gen. T.S. Gill)
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Q. Is the Indian education system 
supporting/producing entrepreneurs?
 
          In my opinion, the Indian 
education system is not supporting/
producing entrepreneurs because the 
present system is focusing more and 
more on hard skills and that too to 
memorize things while being a stu-
dent. Application part is missing and 
that is reflected in the lack of understanding by stu-
dents of the subjects. 
To an entrepreneur, the traits require a dif-
ferent form of managing and that is not a forming 
part of neither the curriculum nor of the projects.

Q.Should there be reservation for local residents in 
DU?
        No, since DU is a central university and the 
objective of creating such an institution is to pro-
vide a place where all kinds of people can assemble 
and get a feeling of the nation and national issues.
Since, it is a central university and is financed by the 
central government, the whole outlook designed in its 
act speaks of taking care of the diversity of the nation.

Q.Has ‘education’ emerged as the new commercial prop-
osition for businessmen?

   All governments have limited resourc-
es financed by as well as designed to cap-
ture the imagination of its people in the country. 
Therefore, in a democratic country like India, cit-

INTERVIEW
(Dr P.C Jain, Principal, SRCC)
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izens should be given a choice to start or to ini-
tiate or to outer in education sector also. However, 
regulatory agencies must ensure that such institu-
tions serve the purpose which they have been cre-
ated for i.e. imparting and generating knowledge.

Q.Is DU producing ready professionals for the indus-
try? If yes, why the campus placements are not utter-
ly successful?

         No. The entire education imparted in 
colleges is taxed based and is remote learning. 
The understanding and application of such knowl-
edge is far away than putting into action. 
Faculty as well as students have never seen and expe-
rienced the working of the industry during their edu-
cation in colleges. 
Therefore, they are deprived of real life working of 
the business. Hence, there is a gap in what is taught 
in class and what is practiced in industry and there-
fore most of the students who do not take internships 
seriously while being at college are not fit for em-
ployment immediately after leaving college. 
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A brotherhood in its own, the NCC family of Shaheed Bhagat Singh Col-
lege has left its mark in an endless list of events all over the country. 
A complete company of 160 cadets that comes under 4 Delhi Battalion 

‘NCC’ of Army Wing, have always kept up the moral and dignity of our college. 

The Shaheed Bhagat Singh College has long been acclaimed as 
one of the finest colleges in Delhi University circuit, and our ca-
dets have maintained its position of high regard everywhere. 
Every one of us has a soldier somewhere deep inside us. NCC ensures that you 
find it, train it and live it. 

SUO Arjun Kapoor of session 2011-12 is now a Lieutenant in the 69 
Armed Regiment of Indian Army posted in Amritsar, and left the col-
lege setting up a new aim for the following generation of NCC. Follow-
ing the senior’s footsteps, the college NCC cadets come forward and active-
ly participated in various camps and competition’s all across the country. 

SUO Hitesh K. Rathore, SGT Anurag Mishra, CPL Ratnesh Chaturvedi, CPL 
Kapil, CDT Tarun Basera and CDT Chintu were a part of the Delhi Director-
ate in All India Tracking expedition held in Tirupati (Andhra Pradesh). SUO 
Hitesh K. Rathore was the commander of NCC contingents at Chief Minister 
Rally (15th August). SGT – Nitin, CPL-Vijay Kumar, CPL-Kapil, Cadet-Ra-
hul Daholiya, CDT Gagan and CDT Gurmeet Singh were also a part of this 
event. SUO Hitesh K. Rathore was the camp Senior of combined Annual 
Training Camp 2013 and was also awarded the Best cadets of CATC-2013. 

JUO Kalpajeet Neog was the company senior of Alpha Company in 
CATC-2013. CHM Saurabh Singh represented our college and Delhi Di-
rectorate in Basic Mountaineering Course from Atal Bihari Institute of 
Mountaineering, Manali. JUO Deepak Chauhan (2IC) and CHM Saurabh Singh 
were also a part in NIC, Siliguri. 
 

SHAHEED BHAGAT SINGH COLLEGE
Report of National Cadet Corps

2013-14
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JUO Deepak Kumar Singh and JUO Dheeraj Kumar also represented our col-
lege in National Integration Camp, Nagpur.
 
SUO Hitesh Kumar Rathore and JUO Kalpjeet Neog participated in Special 
National Integration Camp, Barauni. 

SGT Deepak Kumar and LCPL Praveen Kadian have represented our col-
lege in National Shooting Championship 2013 and Pre Mavalankar Shoot-
ing Camp, North Zone Shooting Championship (50 mts) in Ropar. 

SGT Deepak Kumar was the A COY Senior in CATC-II-2013. CHM Saurabh 
Singh was the A COY Senior in CATC-2014.  

CPL Ratnesh Chaturvedi, LCPL Amandeep Singh, LCPL Praveen Kadian and 
CDT Himanshu Dhankar represented our college and Delhi Directorate at All 
India Thal Sainik Camp-2013. Thal Sainik Camp included intense training ex-
ercise for stamina and brain, map reading, shooting, opsticals, first aid, disaster 
management, tent pitching courses. 

Our cadets also enlighten the name of our college by selecting as by Best Ca-
det. CPL Ratnesh Chaturvedi was nominated in map reading, LCPL Amandeep 
Singh was nominated in Opstical race and CDT Himanshu Dhankar was nom-
inated in judging distance to represent the Delhi Directorate at National Level. 
SBSC NCC is known all across the Delhi Directorate for its active participation in the 
Republic Day Camp. SGT Nitin Kumar, CDT Gurmeet Singh and CDT Shwetank 
represented our college and Delhi Directorate in Republic Day Camp-2014. 

CDT Gurmeet Singh was the part of the Delhi Directorate Cultural team in 
RDC-2014. 

4 NCC Cadets from SBSC were a part of Gyanodaya Express, on educational 
trips. 

Birthday of Shaheed Bhagat Singh is a moment when we all  brag with a puffed up 
chest about being a part of ‘NCC’ hence it is celebrated with high zeal and enthusiasm. 

  A drill squad of 60 Cadets and 3 commanders showed the drill skills and 
marched in to pay homage to the hero. Their exuberant and energetic drill and 
command added the glory of the occasion.
 
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College NCC came together with the large number of 
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the Guard of Honor and drill cadets as well as volunteers at Antardhwani 2014, 
the annual cultural fest of Delhi University. 

All the cart of the session the SBSC NCC organized CHUNAUTI-2014. The 
Annual NCC Fest of Shaheed Bhagat Singh College. 

Col. R. K. Singh Commanding Officer of 4DBN NCC. The chief guest Chu-
nauti-2014 was commenced on 8th March 2014 with the festivities continuing 
the whole day filled the air with the heart thrilling feelings of pride and honour.

The true Army honor in every activity added a cherry to cake Col. D. S. Ya-
dav Commanding Officer of 2 artillery battalions and Lt. Col. S. S. Ya-
dav former Commanding officer of “4DBN” and LT. Arjun Kapoor 69 
Armed regiment former SUO of our college was the Guest of honor. 

Chunauti 2014 saw the campus turning into veritable kaleidoscope of peo-
ple coming from different colleges but only one thing in common- ‘The zeal 
to serve the nation as the youth and to maintain the dignity of this uniform’.  
   
The chief guest himself praised the zeal hard work and dedication of our cadets 
after watching the section attack, guard of honor and the cultural performance. 
At the end of Chunauti finally Rank ceremony started, when present seniors 
gave their responsibilities to lead it. Ratnesh chaturvedi was recommended as 
the New SUO of SBSC.  
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 ‘EDUCATION’-something that doesn’t need any introduction at 
all. With changing times, people’s perception towards this tender 
issue changed! And what’s wrong in that? Nothing at all! Educa-

tion needs updating, and so does the dogmas that most people hold towards it!  

An astounding phenomenon is the way in which edification is taking place. 
There are ample institutions that ‘tend to’ cultivate being with the so-called 
‘range’ of courses provided by them, but on having a closer insight into the 
matter, we face a lack of diversity in courses. Practically, most of them serve 
nothing more than differently decorated versions of the same stale meal.  

But fortunately, there are ‘a few’ that believe in change. A change which is in-
herent, which doesn’t come from know-hows, rather it comes from the urge 
to learn something new. As a result, some really appealing and out of the 
league educational courses have come into scene. These emerging fields not 
only provide opportunities that have some real exploration, but also prove 
that with keen interest, anything can be worth learning as a profession too. 

People have often confused education with knowledge that has contin-
ued for ages and needs to be imparted to the Gen-next. But that’s just lore! 
Knowledge is something that is grasped willingly, not imparted force-
fully! So, if you’re still confused about where the enlightening diamond 
may be in your case, don’t worry! We are here to carve that out for you. 
Let’s take a look at some captivating sectors in
 education which need to be showered with the talent that is still raw and needs 
some polishing.

Education in

ODDSectors
The road not taken!
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1. Film Training: 
 
What it is 
With Bollywood becoming the 100+ cr industry, 
the contributors to this industry have taken a pro-
fessional way out. To maintain the level, newbies 
in the film industry need proper guidance. The pro-
fessional course in film training does the same. The 
course prepares an individual and polish his skills to 
get ready to mark his presence in the film industry. 

 Who should go for it? 
Enthusiasts looking forward to make a future in the Indian Film industry 
should opt for it. Whether one wants to be an actor, a director, or a produc-
er this course is best suited. There’s a myth that film training mainly targets 
‘wanna be’ actors. BUT THAT’S A MYTH! Film training covers every aspect 
related to the film industry, from the technical team to actors and directors.

 What does it involve? 
The course basically involves a professional way 
through editing, cinematography, direction, au-
diography, acting, art direction, graphic design-
ing, animation, scriptwriting and much more. 

 
 Where to apply? 
Interested candidates may apply for the concerned course at the Film and Tele-
vision Institute of India, 
Pune. It’s perhaps the top institute in India. Other institutes that offer similar 
courses are: 
Satyajit Ray Film and Television Institute, Kolkata 
Whistling Woods International, Mumbai 
Centre for Research in Art of film and Television, Delhi 
Asian Academy of Film and Television, Noida 
 
2. Calligraphy and Fine Arts: 
 
 What it is? 
Ever wondered where the beautiful fonts and graphics laid up in your PC came 
from? Fine Arts! Yes, they are actually the end result of this out-of-the league 
art which has now taken a professional turn in our country as well. This course 
prepares a student to pen out his creativity in the form of symbols, drawings, 
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paintings etc. 

 Who should go for it? 
People who have a high potential when it 
comes to art, should definitely go for it. Be 
it good handwriting, sculpture making, cal-
ligraphy, or attractive drawing, the candi-
date should give a thought to this course.
 
 What does it involve? 
Calligraphy training and fine arts involve promoting Scientific Techniques of 
handwriting, calligraphy, drawing, personality development classes, self-im-
provement techniques, signature reading, handwriting analysis etc. Besides 
these, there are a number of conventional put-ups like paint making, cartooning 
and photography. 

 Where to Apply? 
There are numerous institutes that offer calligraphy and fine arts related courses, 
including short term courses as well. Some notable ones are: 
 
• Government College of Arts, Chandigarh 
• Government College of Fine Arts, Chennai • College of Fine Arts,
          Thiruvananthapuram • Institure of Calligraphy Training, Banglore. 

•Raja Ravi Varma College of Fine Arts, 
Allappuzha 
•Government College of Arts & Crafts, 
Kolkata 
•Government College of Arts & Crafts, 
Chennai 
•Goa College of Arts, Panaji 
•Delhi College of Arts 

3. Creative Arts: 
 
 What is it? 
Interested in courses you can relate your life 
to? You’ve got just the right course there! Cre-
ative Arts focuses on courses that can be iden-
tified with the day to day life. From fashion 
designing to brand management, this course is 
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the right choice to go for! 

 Who should go for it? 
This course is chiefly meant for students who have a desire to learn some-
thing ‘out of the league’. Stuffed with practicality and professionalism, 
this course is meant for those who are 
good at transforming creativity to work. 
It mainly focuses on fashion and brand relat-
ed work. 

 What does it involve? 
This field is actually a combination of a lot 
of appealing courses. These include a Bach-
elor’s Degree in Fashion Designing, Brand-
ing and Advertisement Management, Textile 
Design, Fashion, Media Communication, 
Diploma in Interior Design, Diploma in Women’s Wear, Post Graduate Diplo-
ma in Luxury Brands, Post Graduate Diploma in Merchandising etc. 

 Where to Apply? 
Candidates have ample number of choices to choose from. The chief ones be-
ing: 
Pearl Academy, New Delhi 
Noida International University, NCR 
National Institute of Design, Ahmedabad 
 
 4. Songwriting: 
 
 What is it? 

Are you the one who just not listen to the 
song, but hear it- the lyrics, the rhythm, 
the music, the flow, the movement? Do 
you ever feel the desire to express your 
emotions in words? If yes, this is all 
you need.  A degree in Songwriting is 
not prevalent in India at all. The course 
is tool-based, designed to delve into 
the craftsmanship of songwriting, to 
show you practical strategies and tech-

niques, to reveal the options and opportunities you might not have discovered. 
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 Who should go for it? 
This course is specifically for 
the students who love to write, 
to express their emotions and 
to give words to their feelings. 
If you haven’t written any or 
many songs, this course will 
show you an efficient, effec-
tive process for creating songs 
to express your ideas and 
emotions. If you have, you’ll 
look at your process different-
ly, taking control of aspects of the process you may have not noticed. 

 What does it involve? 
The course will teach you to use tools to enhance your message—to work compo-
sitionally at the same time developing your ideas. Those tools include the number 
of lines, line lengths, rhyme schemes, and rhyme types, prosody, rhythm, phras-
ing, and many more. There are general crash courses, diploma courses, online 
certified courses and online graduate courses (from International Universities). 

 Where to Apply? 
In India, there is only one school to offer this course - School of Symphony, 
New Delhi But, thanks to websites like www.coursera.in, one can pursue the 
course of his/her choice online from the most reputed universities and that 
too for free. Berklee College of Music is one of the top-class Music School 
that offers a 6 week online certified course for free. The Scholarship holders 
are awarded with a certain discount by the University for selected courses. 

-Harsh S. Kulshrestha 
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When the intellect begins to run, it is unaware of 
your age count.

 
What were you doing when you were a three year old kid? Probably, play-
ing with a car or a doll or maybe learning to walk on your own (Wow!! My 
baby is a genius. He is walking now.). The same tale of every household. 
Young kids, spared from all the ‘heavy thinking’. Why should we care about how 
a computer was made? Who cared about how exactly did those cartoons in the 
T.V. moved? Why would anyone pay heed to his father’s profit or loss in business? 
We are happy if we can play outside and have the pleasure of eating chocolates. 
It’ll be a little shocking, but there are some Exceptional brains in our country who 
have not only surprised their parents but all of us with their bizarre achievements. 

•At the age of three when we probably didn’t yet know how to spell the easiest of 
words, Aman Rehman at the same age created his first animation. Nine years lat-

er, at the age of twelve, the same kid went on to become the 
world’s youngest animation lecturer to receive Honorary 
Doctorate from Open International University Colombo, 
Sri Lanka. Aman completed his B.Sc. in animation when 
he was just eleven years old and went on to give lectures to 
B.Sc. students who probably were almost double his age. 
 

•Akrit Jaswal, considered as the smartest person of his age in India came to 
public attention when he did his first medical  procedure 
at the tender age of seven. Yes, you read it right. Later, 
at the age of twelve, this little medical genius became 
the youngest person to be admitted to a medical univer-
sity (Punjab University). At the same time he claimed 
to be on the brink of discovering a remedy for cancer. 

EXCEPTIONAL
MINDS!
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•Next up is our very own ‘Google Boy’ Kautilya Pan-
dit. Ask him any thing in this world and  just in a few 
seconds you will have your answer. Let it be popula-
tion of India, languages spoken in different countries, 
rivers, mountains, anything and everything, he knows 
about it all by heart and he learnt all this by rote. Wait, 
did I happen to mention he is only five? Ladies and 

gentlemen, a child of 5 who knows pretty much everything about the world. 
 
       • A thirteen year old girl Neha Ramu who has a higher 
IQ than the geniuses themselves, Abert Einstein and Ste-
phen King (hard to believe there is somebody smarter than 
them, isn’t it?). She scored 162 in a MENSA IQ test for 
people under 18, the highest possible mark- putting her in 
the top one person of the UK’s brightest people. 
 
Einstein! Phew! Who would have thought? 
 

 •Well, the next wonder child solved some puzzles which 
mocked some very great mathematicians and scientists for 
three hundred and fifty years. Shouryya Ray, a sixteen year 
old, just another school going kid cracked Sir Isaac New-
ton’s 350 years old math puzzles, making the ‘smartest of 
all time’ to wonder about this achievement. 
 

         •A girl named Sushma Verma, started pursuing her 
Masters in Microbiology. She is listed in the LIMCA book of 
records for being the youngest high school graduate. When 
she graduated, she was only seven. And to add a little more, 
she has an elder brother who graduated when he was only 9. 
Well, so much for being a big happy genius family. 
 

•Two brothers, Shravan and Sanjay Kumar, 12 and 
10 years old respectively, became the youngest mobile 
app developers in India. They have recently launched 
a mobile application named ‘Go Dimensions’. Already 
thousands of downloads have been done for this appli-
cation. 
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• Priyanshi Sonami, an 11 year old human cal-
culator. She started a mental calculation at the age of 
6 (the time when we  were playing ‘ghar-ghar’). At 
age 11, she was the youngest participant of the Mental 
Calculation Cup 2010 which she won. She is the only 
participant who has done 100% accuracy in addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, square root till date in all 5 
Mental Calculation World cups. She has been featured in the Guinness Book of 
World Records as well. 
 
There’s nothing like a child prodigy to make you feel like your life is over even 
if you are only 20 or so.
In the words of Roger Babson, “Let him who would enjoy a good future waste 
none of his present”. It’s not that we have wasted all our life, but how these 
youngsters found out what they love to do (or could do) and exercised it. It’s 
not that we cannot but, we Do Not even try. 
No doubt there are some highly gifted minds, but it doesn’t take an IQ of 160 
to make a person great, does it? Perhaps there is a silver lining here, which we 
might not be able to see. Perhaps, we can use these kids as an inspiration to 
find what makes us Click.  
Go out and explore your talents. Don’t be afraid to try because you never know 
you might just stumble upon the genius in you. Let’s find our own ‘Exceptional 
Mind’ and show the world they missed out on another prodigy and that prodigy 
my friend, can be YOU.          

 – Gillprit 



61

SMILYO

Winter has been abrupt this season, it came in waves, and had been re-
fusing to go, but now it finally whispered au-revoir. The city is burst-
ing with color, and we are all packing our sweaters in naphthalene, the 

sun is here telling you to bask in the goodness. Here’s to the transition from heavy 
overcoats, jackets and ankle length boots to more breezy and breathable clothing. 
Smilyo brings to you the fashion must haves and faux passes for spring 2013. 
What we think will make you look like the divas you already are. And at the 
same time, not sweat like a pig. 
 

WHAT-The Colour
 
Each summer we promote one colour that seems to be popping everywhere. 
This time it is ‘Tangerine’. 
 

WHY-
Although sounds ex-
otic and citrusy, this is 
the Sadhu-baba colour 
that our Indian ascetics 
have donned for ages. 
Go wild with it, but in 
just the right amounts. 
 What we mean is no 
wearing baggy flingy 
tangerine tops. You 
want compliments 
and not to look like 
someone you would 
give ‘bhiksha’ to. 

orecast
ashionF
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Wear tangerine as a scarf around your neck, perhaps a bright belt to accessorize 
your plain white shorts, or go tote-ing. Get yourself a bright big tangerine tote 
bag to fill in all the summer prerequisites-the big bottles of water, and the tissues. 
 

WHAT-ROYALTY 

Royalty is so in, and keeps coming back. Haters call it- bling. We call it class.  
 

WHY-Celebrities like Nargis Fakhri, Anoushka Sharma have been sight-
ed flaunting those crystal encrusted box clutches, and sequinned peep toes. 
 
While the right amount can make you look fabulous, the excess of it can make 
you look like Bappi Lahiri. So go minimal. A little gold metal watch, a string 
of pearls with your favorite LBD, tlittle ballerina flats in royal blue. These 
might just do the trick. 
 
And yes don’t forget 
the exotic bun with a 
few loose strands to 
suit your royal look. 
We love that bun of 
the VJ in ‘QUEEN’. 

WHAT-TEA 
LENGTH SKIRTS 

Finally fashion industry 
is being good to people 
with not so “hot”- legs.  
 

WHY-We have modi-
fied the trend of really 
itsy bitsy cute miniskirts that suit only the people who eat like, perhaps once in a 
month. Now, we have tea shorts that go below your knees, and end a little above 
your ankles. Hide all those days off –“haven’t waxed yet”, and “I look fat”. 
 
Pair them with crop tops, and sleeveless tops in block colours to accentuate 
your height. Combine these skirts with the other trend this summer- of tribal 
prints and there you go, the fashionista. 
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WHAT-GET SPORTY

 WHY- There’s nothing that attracts guys more than a girl comfortable in her skin, 
and a little tomboyish. Don’t shy away from wearing your sneakers with a girly flower 
printed dress. Or a tennis skirt with a shirt to work. A sports cap is both effective and 
practical. And if you are lucky enough to have a boyfriend who is in sports, “borrow” 
his sports jersey and team it with your pretty shorts. You will spin a lot of heads. 

 
WHAT-PLEATY-AS-YOU-SPEAK 
 

WHY-No, pleats are not grandma style or Old-School, they are very much 
in. Trending and wear it the right way- you might get away as the princess of 
the ball. But remember to not go overboard, and be all about the pleats. Keep 
it a little simple and accessorize it with a plain top and a little black pleated, 
razor-sharp pleated pants. You will find a bunch of DIYs on PINTEREST. 
 
 

WHAT-50-shades of…. 
 

WHY-GREY, yes…. Finally! Grey is back in fashion. Grey is no lon-
ger considered a dull colour. And, definitely no longer the colour for trou-
sers or office wear. They can be put up in shoes, capris or even in Kohl. 
Grey eyeliner and kohl are the quintessential eye wear.  Grey is an extreme-
ly versatile colour and can be worn with almost everything. From bright 
to dull colours, a silvery metallic thin little bracelet can do much wonders. 
 

 WHAT-Flared 
Trousers 

 
WHY-First it 
was skin tight 
now it’s all 
about- let the air 
come in. Pala-
zzos, straight 
fit- you should 
have at least one 
in your ward-
robe. If you are 
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just experimenting, go for Basic Black. Vero Moda has a beautiful line of high 
waisted flares to give you a boost. 
 
 

WHAT-flats and flip flops 
 
WHY- Because it’s summer already 
and there are millions of things we need 
to worry about. We shouldn’t be wor-
rying about walking carefully. Go for 
colorful flip flops in all colors, especial-
ly neon ones. Rush to Sarojini for the 
cheapest and yummiest flipflops and 
oshos. 
 
Having said it all, fashion is all about looking good, you might wear a Chanel 
LBD and still not steal the show. And wearing a superman tee might get you a 
date! 
Wear what you are comfortable in, wear a nice smile. And you will have people 
wondering! 

-Sanchari Das 
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The Indian Cinema with all its thumkas and jhumkas, laung da lashkaras 
and gulabi ankeein, the angry young man and hot punjabi mundas; the 
distinctly romantic, at times even raunchy, yet unfortunately still un-

married bua ji’s; the larger than life shaadis and perfectly synchronized dance 
routines; the devilish sasumas; the Mogambos and dons; the iconic mustard 
fields and the sweeter than sugar heroines in a riot of colors brimming with life. 
So do I mean to say that the entire Indian cinema is about sensational, dramatic 
pieces with exaggerated characters and exciting events intended to appeal to the 
emotions? Well, that is exactly what I do NOT mean to say. The brief descrip-
tion given above is in fact NOT of the Indian cinema, rather of one part (though 
a rather big one) of the Indian film industry, 
that is,  Bollywood, the Hindi Cinema 
which is often con- fused with the whole 
of Indian cinema.
  
The cinema of In- dia consists of films 
produced across In- dia, which includes 
the cinematic cultures of Andhra Pradesh, 
Assam, Bihar, Guja- rat, Haryana, Jam-
mu and Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnata-
ka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Manipur, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Ut-
tar Pradesh and West Bengal; and not just Mumbai (Bombay) based Bollywood. 
 
Bollywood today fully believes and runs quite in line with one of its own fa-
mous dialogues-“Filmein sirf teen cheezon ki wajah se chalti hain... Enter-
tainment, Entertainment, Entertainment... Aur main entertainment hoon”.  
The Indian cinema is much wider and open-minded. Quite sadly, Bollywood 
has slowly drifted from being an art industry to become a commercialized in-
dustry with the coveted “100 Crore Club”. The term is an unofficial designa-
tion, supposedly formed by the trade and the media, related to films that have 

Indina Cinema
Is

beyond the 100cr Club?
Indina Cinema
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net Rs. 100 crore or more in India after deducting the Entertainment tax. As 
of 2012, the 100 crore box office target had become “a new benchmark for a 
film to be declared a hit” and those affiliated with the 100 Crore Club were 
considered part of the “elite strata” within the Bollywood film community.  

But good theatrics and cinema were never 
and is not supposed to be about how many 
box-office runs a movie has or how house-
fulls it gets or about the 1500 bucks a plati-
num seat in a director’s cut gets to the movie. 
It is about ordinary lives, ordinary people, or-
dinary situations, ordinary traumas, ordinary 
happiness, ordinary emotions which are so 
simple but yet so complex and ordinary re-
sponses. And their portrayal is so strong and 
clear that words aren’t required. In its true 
form it is an act so pure and beautiful that 
seeing it on a plain white sheet with the help 
of a simple projector would give the viewers 
the same sense of exhilaration as it would in 
a high-end  air-conditioned movie hall with gazillions worth of equipments. 

Seeing Bollywood, the largest film producer in India and one of the largest 
centers of film production in the world, getting deviated this way is a night-
mare for enthusiasts. But there is hope. 

Recently India got selected as the guest country for 10th Zurich Film Festival 
(ZFF) to be held from 25th September-5th October, 2014. Zurich Film Festi-
val (ZFF) is an annual film festival that has taken place in Zurich since 2005.
The festival focuses on the presentation and promotion of new director talent 
from around the world. It is also renowned for its top-class side-events program. 

In the words of the fest’s co-directors Nad-
ja Schildknecht and Karl Spoerri, “New Indi-
an cinema has experienced an upsurge in re-
cent years. New projects have been realized 
over the past few years that undermine com-
mon stereotypes. The movement from main-
stream to independent cinema is unmistak-
able. This development is incredibly exciting.” 
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The web page of ZFF reads- “It is, however, not the formally corseted mass cinema 
tradition known in the west as Bollywood that is of interest, but the latest develop-
ments in the type of auteur film that first came to the world’s attention in the mid-50s” 

Indian festival entries are usually and rightfully praised for their thematic fresh-
ness and high cinematic quality. The best examples of these 
attributes include Vasan Balas’ promising debut PEDDLERS, 
a captivating relationship drama in the form of a thrill-
er; the romantic comedy THE LUNCHBOX by newcom-
er Ritesh Batra, and the family/gangster saga GANGS OF 
WASSEYPUR, Anurag Kashyap’s INDIAN GODFATHER. 

These statements, coming directly from connoisseurs of theatre, are 
more than sufficient to prove that Indian cinema is an industry thriv-
ing on ideas, imagination, creativity and love of art, and not merely a mon-
ey guzzling “industry”. One of its biggest parts has fallen prey, but the peo-
ple in it are realizing their follies and striving to amend them. So while 
hoping for the whole of Indian cinema to soon return to its formal glory in 
one of the “bollywoodish” ways I quote, “Picture abhi baaki hai mere dost!” 

-Garima Parashar
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The wind blew harshly causing shivers up her spine. The moon sank behind 
the clouds thrusting the night into inky blackness. Far away a wolf howled 
in eerie agony. The heavy footfalls behind her told her that the pursuit was 

still on. Her breaths came in foggy mists as she ran testing the limits of her body. She 
backed into a corner and fear gripped her like a vise as she realized she’d run into 
a dead end. Her pursuers were upon her within moments, closing in all around her.

Impressive, eh? But that’s just how words are. They spin a web of intricate detail 
and emotion, and transport you to realms that defy all boundaries of imagina-
tion. The joy of curling up with a book, sipping a hot cup of coffee and watch-
ing the rain patter outside is unparalleled. To lose oneself in someone else’s 
head, to feel what they feel and to accompany them on their journey is a luxury.
  
And then there are those, the busy bees of our society who iterate one con-
stant phrase, “I don’t have time to read the book, I’ll just watch the mov-
ie.” Sure the movie can give you a landscape, put a face on the char-
acter, but it can never make you feel what the character is feeling. And 
somewhere between turning a book into a movie, the sanctity and aes-
thetics of the story are lost. It is deformed to get it more commercialized. 
Let’s take a look at some of the most popular books turned movies/se-
ries and try to figure out how much justice they’ve done with the books: 

 The “reel”ty of Novels getting rolled

or to
Read

Watch

To
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The saga of a lifetime. The legend of a genera-
tion. Harry Potter needs no introduction. Were 
the books awesome? Duh! Were the mov-
ies as good? Absolutely not! While the mov-
ies had brilliant actors and tried to run ex-
actly parallel to the books they couldn’t help 
disappointing the entire fandom because 
something was still missing.  The movies just couldn’t get the feels right.  
 

The Twilight Saga
This is one series where the movies were so ter-
rible, they made the whole world hate twilight. 
Reason? Well, the books transcend beautiful 
emotions, but they looked horrible portrayed by 
mediocre actors. Where the books delved into 
the fragility of forbidden love and mortality, the 
movie screamed “Oh look, vampires are hot!” 
 

Lord of the Rings
The books were insanely large and detailed, to say 
the least. The movies were just as long and just as 
good. No arguments there. The setting was perfect, 
it clung to the story and where sometimes the book 
lost steam, the movie compensated. No wonder the 
third movie is up there with the highest Oscar wins 
along with Titanic and Ben-hur. Incidentally, it is 
also the only movie to win all of the Oscars it was 
nominated for. Does it get any better? Apparently, yes, just watch the movies!  
 
Game of Thrones  
The craze of the moment. The epic series that has struck the world by storm 

is matched if not outdone by HBO’s series. The 
landscape is outstanding. Each story is shot in a 
different country that fits the backdrop. The ac-
tors are sensational, breathing life into charac-
ters in the most realistic way possible. And most 
importantly, it does give justice to the book. Of 
course the readers will argue, and rightly so, that 
some of the subplots have been overlooked. The 
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only edge a reader will experience over the viewer is beforehand knowledge 
of the halfbaked schemes and plots going on, that are vividly mentioned in the 

book. And that is a big advantage isn’t it?  
 
The Hunger Games 
The movies followed the books religious-
ly, tweaking the storyline ever so slightly 
(which can pass unnoticed) but the mov-
ies didn’t exactly throw the same feel. The 
books render the reader in awe of the emo-
tional grilling of the characters, but the 
movie didn’t quite capture that, no mat-
ter how hard it tried to stick with the story. 

 P.S. I love you  
The book was cute, yes, but the movie did the 
book one better. The chemistry between the 
lead characters was grand and Holly’s grief was 
so palpable that it moved the audience to tears 
at times. Most readers felt outraged because 
the movie messed up the characters and com-
pletely went off the storyline. In that case, the 
movie was bad, granted, but if you consider it 
to be a standalone version, it outdid the book.  

 

The Mortal Instruments 
Two words- let down. The movie was a com-
plete waste. It didn’t get the characters right, 
it didn’t even try to make a point to depict 
the beautifully described vibrant scenery. 
Boohoo. The actors were mediocre and there 
was no chemistry. Period. The battle be-
tween Shadow hunters and Demons could’ve 
been made into a larger than life dramatic 
clash. But it’s a shame it failed to ignite.  
Movies that were based on Dan Brown’s novels are tolerable, but they fail to 
weave the magic of how the story unfolds in the books. That is something that 
cannot be matched.  
Now that we’ve been through some cases, let’s get down to the question of the 
hour. Some movies aren’t as great as the books, some are decent, some are ac-
tually better (very seldom). It depends on whether you’ve read the books first 
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or watched the movie first. Simply what the movie doesn’t beat and can nev-
er beat is the ability to get lost in the book, to become the hero and the vil-
lain at the same time, to love, breathe, feel and live as the characters. There 
is no perfect formula to translate the characters from the pages to the cover. 
The feeling of inclusion that a book provides will always be missing in movies. 
As an avid bibliophile, my verdict is in favor of books. And I take 
it as my duty to encourage you to experience books at their best, 
as themselves, as scripts before you think of going to the movies. 

-Shreya Kathuria 
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For years, vegetarians have been trying to prove why going veg is the best 
way to go. When they said “We’re saving animal lives”, non vegetari-
ans said “You kill plants”. Somehow, non vegetarians have always twist-

ed words to justify themselves. Their most favorite argument being, “Vegetar-
ians eat plants which produce oxygen; we eat animals that consume oxygen! 
So, we’re actually saving the world from Global Warming!” Oh the audaci-
ty! But do read on, for then you will surely know who was worth their mettle. 
Dr. Jasraj Singh conducted experiments in Gwalior Jail to determine the interre-
lation, if any, between our diet and personality traits. During the course of one 
such experiment, the prisoners were kept on a strictly vegetarian diet. Over six 
months, they developed a tendency to refrain from fierce conflicts. When they 
were reverted to a non-vegetarian diet, 
there was again a behavioral change, 
this time for the worse. This is endorsed 
by Georges Ohsawa, who, in his 
book Zen Mac- robiotics, prescribes 
vegetarianism for purely physiologi-
cal reasons. He says: “People who eat 
haemoglobin foods may become 
murderers, li- ars, and cowards as a 
result and may not realize that their unhappiness is caused by wrong eating. This is 
because they are depending for sustenance on animals. Animal meat has the ideal 
composition of an animal; animal glands produce hormones fit for creatures that 
act instinctively and are unaccustomed to thinking.” Ohsawa goes to the extent 
of upholding that if Mahatma Gandhi had not avoided all animal products in his 
youth, he would have become a harsh radical instead of an advocate of nonviolence. 
Next time you dig into a meat dish, stop and introspect, what if someone you loved 

Legit! 

Vegit 
Is
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would be sent to the gallows to fulfill the avarice of another person. One of my 
friends, an ardent chicken-lover, gave up eating 
it after she saw the process of its butchering. 
Much has already been said and written by vari-
ous animal rights groups and individuals against 
cruelty to animals.   But for those of you who feel 
that there is no question of ethics in choice of 
food and that animals were created by nature to 
serve our appetite, there are dozens of other prag-
matic reasons which would make you think twice before consuming animal products.
 
1.Being vegetarian is good for the planet: For those of you who live un-
der the illusion that hens, pigs, sheep etc. have none other purpose than to 
be eaten, then you are highly mistaken. These animals are specially reared 
on livestock farms to meet consumer demand and livestock farming has a 
far greater carbon footprint than emissions from vehicles. The carbon foot-
print of an activity refers to the amount of CO2 that is released in its due 
course. Being a vegan, i.e. forgoing consumption of animal by products 
such as dairy and wool, you help in limiting CO2 emissions even further. 
 
2.Create better compost and manure: Reducing packaging waste is great, but 
what about all the leftover food scraps after cooking? Choosing a plant-based 

meal, particularly vegan choices, ensures that all of these 
scraps will be effortlessly converted into manure. All or-
ganic material is decomposable, including meat, eggs and 
dairy. But mixing meat scraps and bones, eggs and dairy 
products onto your domestic compost pile could create 
a foul smell and attract pests. On the other hand, vegan 
ingredients have no ill effects when mixed with house-

hold compost, guaranteeing that your plant-based meal will be truly zero-waste. 
 
3.Be healthier, richer and slimmer: Abundant scientific research advocates that a 
plant based diet is better for health as well as the environment and no wonder: an 
estimated 70 percent of all diseases, including one-third of all cancers, are related to 
diet. A vegetarian diet reduces the risk for chronic diseases such as high blood pres-
sure, coronary artery disease, high cholesterol, obesity, diabetes and certain types 
of cancer, including colon, breast, prostate, stomach, lung and esophageal cancer.  
 
4.Keep your weight under control: A diet high in saturated fats and processed foods 
and low in plant-based foods and complex carbohydrates is making us fat and kill-
ing us slowly. Eating plant based diet helps in gratifying appetite without gaining 



74

SMILYO

unnecessary fats. Roughage obtained from eating raw fruits and vegetables help 
in smooth metabolic processing and thus weight control. Eating a lot of vegetables 
and fruits means consuming more fiber, which pushes waste out of the body easily. 
Meat does not contain fiber. People who eat at secondary levels on the food chain 
tend to have fewer instances of constipation, hemorrhoids (piles) and diverticulitis. 
 
5.Energize yourself: In the words of Michael F. Roizen, “Good nutrition gen-
erates more usable energy”. Too much fat in your bloodstream means that ar-
teries won’t open properly and that your muscles won’t get enough oxygen 
and you will feel lethargic. Balanced vegetarian diets are unsurprisingly free 
of cholesterol-laden, arteryclogging animal products that slow us down phys-
ically and mentally. Whole grains, legumes, fruits and vegetables are so high 
in complex carbohydrates; they supply the body abundantly of energizing fuel. 
 
6.Ward off disease: A vegetarian diet is more salubrious than a non-vegetarian 
diet, particularly in preventing, treating or reversing heart ailment and reducing 
the risk of cancer. A low-fat vegetarian diet is the single most effective way to 
stop the advance of coronary artery disease or avert it completely. The mortality 
rate for cardiovascular disease is lower in vegetarians than in non-vegetarians, 
says Joel Fuhrman. A vegetari-
an diet is inherently wholesome 
because vegetarians consume 
less animal fat and cholester-
ol, whereas vegans consume no 
animal fat or cholesterol, and 
instead consume more fiber 
and more antioxidant-rich pro-
duce. You will not catch animal borne diseases like bird flu. 
 
7.Build strong bones: Non vegetarian food is rich in acid ash proteins. Eat-
ing too much acid ash protein also results in excretion of too much calcium 
and ammonia in the urine. It also causes several kidney diseases and dysfunc-
tions related to kidneys. On the other hand there are ample options in vege-
tarian food to meet your protein requirement from foods such as milk, soya, 
lentils, green peas, nuts etc. Calcium to maintain bone balance can also be ob-
tained from non-dairy sources for those who prefer to be vegan over vegetari-
an. A healthful dose of calcium can be obtained from dry beans, tofu, soymilk 
and dark green vegetables such as broccoli, kale, collards and turnip greens. 
 
8.Avoid toxic chemicals: Fish contain carcinogens (PCBs, DDT) and heavy met-
als (mercury, arsenic, lead, cadmium) that enter water bodies through industrial 
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effluents and can’t be removed through cooking or freezing. Meat and dairy prod-
ucts can also be laced with steroids and hormones. For instance, to increase their 

weight as much as possible, chickens are 
fed a mixture of cheap fat-producing car-
bohydrates, antibiotics, sulfa drugs, hor-
mones and nitro furans. Egg-laying hens 
are made to consume arsenic compounds 
(carcinogenic to humans) to make their 
egg-yolks more yellow. Pigs which fall 
sick in their unhygienic surroundings are 
constantly fed tetracycline antibiotics. 

 
9.Better metabolic process: Quite plainly, our digestive system is unfit for an 
omnivorous diet. We have canines for chewing plant food. There are no claws 
to tear flesh. The tongue is soft and the saliva, blood and stomach are alka-
line to digest starches and carbohydrates, unlike carnivores that have acidic 
saliva to act on meat. Human intestines are convoluted—a feature diametri-
cally opposed to carnivore intestines, which are smooth to allow easy passage 
to digest flesh. Smaller human livers are also unable to metabolize the large 
amounts of uric acid produced during meat digestion and, as a result, the uric 
acid ends up getting deposited in the joints leading to the onset of arthritis. So 
now for those of you who don’t buy the cruelty and karma debate about giving 
up on non vegetarian food, I hope that these alarming facts and scientific stud-
ies about its ill effects will force you to think twice before consuming a life.  

-Pahur Jain 



76

SMILYO

      
If you give Indians a football and a baseball bat and leave them in 

a football stadium, what will they do? Play cricket!! That pret-
ty much sums up the grim state of football and other games in India. 

As another edition of FIFA World Cup is picking up pace, Indian football fans 
indulge in a familiar ritual of proxy worship (I myself pledge my allegiance 
to Germany). The Indian national football team is currently ranked at a dis-
mal 164th in the world, tied with Liechtenstein (population 36,000). This makes 
no sense whatsoever. India, a country with 1.27 billion people and with a red 
hot economy is unable to band together a football team of 11 players worth 
competing at top level! Is it because in India everyone wants to be in the lime-
light. So every kid who starts playing foot-
ball wants to be a striker and only the lazy 
ones choose the role of a defender or a 
goal-keeper? Or is it to be blamed on our 
genes as it seems anyone who guards a 
position here has a tendency to doze off, be 
it watchmen, po- licemen or politicians. 
So why would goal keepers be any 
different, right?
   
Historically speak- ing, India has not always 
been so pathetic at the sport. As a matter of 
fact, we were once a wonderful footballing nation. At the peak of our game we 
climbed up to 49th in the world ranking and even qualified for the 1950 World 
Cup! Oddly though, we never met in the tournament reasons of which will defi-
nitely lead to a disappointed shake of the head accompanied by a heavy sigh. Ap-
parently, the team back then didn’t really understand what the World Cup was, so 
they decided not to attend. Indian Football Team captain at that time, late Sailen 
Manna, had this to say, “We had no idea about the World Cup then. Had we 
been better informed, we would have taken the initiative ourselves. For us, the 
Olympics was everything. There was nothing bigger.” The official reason given 

Sleeping
GIANT
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by the All India Football Federation was that there was an insufficient practice 
time and disagreements over team selection.  It is also believed that the team re-
fused to play with boots. Yes, you read that 
just right. They played barefoot and refused 
to play with boots as they were not used to 
it. They even competed in the 1952 Olym-
pics barefoot. However, Indian skill was 
undeniable as they finished fourth in the 
1958 Melbourne Summer Olympics (the 
first Asian country to do so) won the 1962 
Asian Games and had their finest moment 
as they were placed second in the 1964 AFC 
Asian Cup. But it makes me wonder had the 
team competed in the 1950 World Cup, it is 
undeniable that the present scenario would 
have been different, who knows we could have been playing alongside Brazil, 
Spain and Germany in the World Cup this year and I would have been sitting on 
the couch and chanting Sunil Chetri’s name! *Sigh* what a wishful thinking! 

However, since 1964 Asian Cup Indian football has never been able to regain 
the class and quality that it experienced during its golden era. The next time 
we competed in Asian Games was in 1980 and that was because we were the 
host country. Though it showed signs of comeback in early 1980s it turned out 
to be a false dawn and the footballing community in India went back into the 
dark ages. However, football was not the only sport that lost its glory and fame. 
Around mid 80’s our hockey team, arguably one of the greatest team ever to 
have played the wonderful game also lost its steam. So the question is what 
in God’s name happened? The solution is simple and chances are you would 

have estimated it by now… CRICKET hap-
pened! 1980’s witnessed the rise of cricket 
and destruction of both football and hock-
ey. This can be attributed to achievements 
of cavaliering Tiger Pataudhi. A few years 
later the imagination of a generation was 
captured by a little man by the name of 
Sunil Gavaskar. Beating the former colo-

nial masters at their own game was the cry of the day, and in 1983 they did so 
at the birthplace of cricket; in the heartland of Britain by winning the World 
Cup (Mind you, cricket world cup!). 
And so, football fell prey to mass hysteria. Hysteria transformed into a passion 
(and later religion) as the birth of one Sachin Tendulkar started a new epoch of 
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the dominance of cricket in the Indian sporting world. 

Even then, we can’t lay all the blame of the lamentable demise of football on 
cricket. Like everything else football in India is run by politicians. Moreover, 
we have local football clubs in eight states, but there is a lack of professional-
ism and acute shortage of money and infrastructure which is not allowing the 
game flourish. Because of corruption, caste system, reservation, poverty – the 
good ones hardly make it to the top. Sponsors are indifferent because the qual-
ity of the game is appalling. So the fans are left with no other choice but to 
desert the local clubs and root for their international heroes. 

There have been occasional bursts of hope followed by darkness again. It is 
true that there isn’t enough infrastructure for the sport in India for it to flour-
ish. However, talent is abundant. FIFA has opened up four youth academies. In 
accession to this, Arsenal Football Club is planning to open 45 football train-
ing schools in the next 5-6 years. Moreover, India will be hosting the U-17 
World Cup and as a result will automatically qualify as per tournament rules. 
Although the glamour is not the same as it is at the senior grade, yet playing a 
World Cup at any stratum is a matter of pride, and India will be gearing up to 
do justice to the occasion. All this will definitely draw youth, which forms one-
third of our total population, towards football and will wake up the sleeping 
giant from its long slumber. So, it won’t be wrong to say that we still have a
 shot at the silver lining. Embrace yourself summer is coming!  

-Neha Yadav 
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Q1) You wrote your first novel at 
the age of seventeen. What made 
you start writing? 
 
My girlfriend dumped me. My 
friends left me. My parents 
thought I was into drugs. So I 
thought, ‘hey, why not write 
a book and feel good about my-
self?’… I’m kidding, only if life
 were to be so dramatic. 
On a serious note, even as a kid, I loved reading. 
And writing just seemed to be an extension of it. 
Though I never maintained a diary, or actively took 
part in contributing to the school newsletter, if 
caught bunking, I could come up with a believable 
story in no time and the English examinations have
always been a cakewalk.  
So like many of our generation, I had a talent, which 
I wasn’t particularly vested in polishing. But then, 
realization struck and the rest as they say, is his-
tory. After grade 10th, I went to a hostel, for a 
bit. There was so much free time, over there! So I 
began to write. And before I knew, I had a story in 
hand. I left hostel midway, that year. Came back to 
Chandigarh with a story that I knew could be made
into a book. 
And so ‘Just Friends’ happened. 
 

INTERVIEW 
(Sumrit Shahi, 

Novelist and Script Writer)
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Q2) What all challenges did you face while writing 
‘Just friends’? How did you deal with them?

       Not many people (especially your friends) would 
take you seriously, when you tell them, you’re try-
ing to write a novel at 17. Then again, since it’s 
your debut novel, and you’re pretty much clueless 
so as to how you will get it published, or rather, 
will it even get published? You’re tensed most of the 
time. Then there’s also the social pressure of be-
ing a teenager and having a life that involves wast-
ing your time in the simple term ‘chilling’. Also, 
let’s not forget that grade 12th board examinations 
is some serious business.And even though your parents 
are the supportive kind, they do occasionally wonder, 
why is your room’s light switched on, every night?  
I had my share of challenges to deal with. And hon-
estly, I could rise above them because I had an un-
flinching faith in what I was doing because I was
doing it from the heart. 
And I firmly believe, there was a divine connection
with God that helped me sail through. 

Q3) Are the characters of your novels purely fiction-
al or do they bear any resemblance with the people 
you’ve known or know in your life?

       At the risk of being tried for invasion of 
‘Right to Privacy’, I, hereby confess, A LOT of char-
acters in ‘Just Friends’ or ‘A Lot like Love, a li’l 
like chocolate’ have their mortal counterparts. And
trust me, most of the people aren’t complaining. 
 
Q4) After your novel’s success, how has life changed?
 
       Primarily, I think I’ve found a direction in 
life.Before writing the novels, I was, pretty much, 
just another teenager drifting, wanting to do some-
thing but cluessless about what that something was. 
Once ‘Just Friends’ came out, I found ambition. 
And that’s saying a lot. Today, thanks to the two 
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books, I’ve started to write for the Indian TV in-
dustry, at the age of 20. Life’s changed completely. 
There’s definitely more pressure now. But there’s also 
the pleasure of doing something I completely enjoy. 
And that’s exactly what we, teenagers are looking for. 
Ambition with pleasure.  
I think life’s on a good track right now. 

Q5) You’ve also written the story of popular T.V. 
Show ‘Ek veer ki ardaas…veera’ and scripted for 
‘Sadda Haq’. How is it different from novel writing? 

       At many levels, both formats, novels and script-
ing for television, are as different as chalk and 
cheese. Novel writing has a certain amount of cre-
ative freedom, because you’re telling the story to 
an audience who will voluntarily pick up your book, 
whereas with television, you need to exercise re-
strain as you’re feeding a story to those, who in-
voluntarily just switch on the tv and randomly watch
your show. 
While writing a book is creatively more inducing, 
watching the visual representation of your story on
TV, gives you another high. 
Despite these differences, in the end, it all boils 
down to writing a good story with emotion, drama and
honesty, whatever the medium may be. 

 Q6) How do you balance your work as well as studies? 
Any tips for budding writers out there?
 
       It’s crazy. It sounds all fancy to be 20, 
a bestselling author of two books and the youngest 
scriptwriter in the Indian TV industry, but managing 
college alongside can really take a toll on you. And 
since a basic foundation in education is a must, it’s 
not even like you can just quit college. You have to 
stay up at nights, you have to cancel parties, you have 
to hate your life… but in the end, when the bigger 
rewards flow in, it’s all worth it. 
I don’t want to sermonize anyone, but it is very 
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important to prioritize in life. Also, please write 
from the heart, it’s very important to not think 
of commercial gains and ignore your conviction. 
A good story connects. Period. 

Q7) Now-a-days there are freelance writers at every 
nook and corner. What should one keep in mind before 
pursuing writing as a career? 

       I think a lot of people, today, have started 
to write, because it’s become something ‘cool.’ Trust 
me, every profession comes with its fair share of 
struggles.  
If one really want’s to pursue a career in writ-
ing, one needs to visit the Himalayas, get some pa-
tience in their bloodstream, be ready to accept re-
jection and never lose faith in their own conviction.
Most importantly, a backup plan, always helps. 

Q8) To the world ‘Sumrit Shahi’ is a novelist, 
scriptwriter and a freelance journalist. Who is ‘Sum-
rit Shahi’ according to you? 

        An energized and greedy Easter bunny who wants 
to jump in every hole around. 
 
Q9) Are you reading any book currently? If yes, which 
one?

        I so want to read a book! But right now, I’m 
just focused on finishing my next book, the sequel to 
‘Just Friends’. It should be out by the end of summer,
2014. 
 
Q10) Who is your all-time favourite author and why? 

        I don’t really idolize an author. I like 
Rowling’s ability to make the unreal appear too 
real. I like John Green’s ability to infuse hu-
mor in grim situations. I love the late Khuswant 
Singh’s humor. I’ve had my Blyton phase also. 
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 So yea… I’m a pretty accommodating reader. 
 
Q11) Where do you see yourself 10 years down the 
lane? 
        The next aim is to write a movie, for sure. 
I just want to be happy. And give back to my family 
and the friends that have stood by me, in some way.
And yes, obviously I want to be goddamn rich! 
 
Q12) Your motto in life?
  
Do your best, God will do the rest. 
                                                                                                                                                 

-Gillprit
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Gratitude is a trait of the humble heart, and we have a great deal to be thank-
ful for. So here’s a heartfelt vote of thanks to all those who have helped us 
developing and flourishing. 

We would like to warmly thank our readers for being our constant companion 
on this extraordinary journey. Your readership, views and support are all wneed 
in future to improve ourselves. You have been part of our 55k+ family and for 
that we are eternally grateful. 

We also want to express our gratitude to our sponsors who have made it all 
possible for us. They are the ones who not merely permitted us to follow our 
dreams but to help build the dreams of innumerable others. 

We cannot forget to thank our donors without whom we could not have accom-
plished this success. Your support is immeasurable and so does our thanks to 
you. Your donations, be it in the form of books, notes, clothes or money, aided
 us in accomplishing our mission. 

And last but not the least, we would like to thank our complete team. Smilyo is 
all because of you and with the sheer hardwork and dedication of you altogether. 

We hope to get your support the same way throughout our journey. 

Special
Thanks to
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Smilyo is an NGO with a unique purpose of providing education to a wide 
range of society abiding by our motto of ‘paperless education’. But like 
every NGO we need your help to function better. 

Here’s why you should help:
 Social good – Promoting literacy in every section of the society and pro-
viding everyone a chance at better education is our objective.

 Comprehensive study material – The free notes, e-books, assignments and 
notices about various events keep people updated and save them from shelling 
out a lot of money on costly and expensive study materials.

 Expanding creative boundaries – Through our mélange of articles, poems 
and stories we’re exerting change and helping people break the status quo.

 We have many miles ahead of us – You can help us expand our hori-
zons. Some of our future plans include provisioning of a live career help section, 
launching various SES projects aimed at promoting computer education, adult 
literacy, vocational training etc for several ignored sections of the society and 
promoting social awareness on several issues.

How you can help:
 Donate your notes, books and assignments.
 Money is always welcome in any form.
 Spread the word about our cause.

‘Like every little drop makes an ocean, every donation counts!’

To donate, contact:
Pankaj Jain: 9818609955
Disha Yadav: 7838300003

You can help make a difference:

DONATE!
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Nikita Sharma:
It has been only a few months since I have joined Smi-
lyo, but in these few months I have learnt a lot about 
myself. My strengths and weaknesses. It has helped 
me evolve as a person. Smilyo gives you opportuni-
ties which others fail to provide. It makes you more 
responsible and aware about your surroundings. I have 
learnt to work with a team and to appreciate the ef-
forts of other team members. It is a great experience 
working with Smilyo and I am proud to be a part of it.

Kritika Goel:
“Education is the key to unlock the golden door to free-
dom and SMILYO tries to make that key accessible to all.”

Smilyo is an integral part of my life. I actually breathe 
Smilyo. It has taught a very confused person like me, how 
to manage the work!
I love the working environment here. It has always been 
active, cheerful, happy, cooperative and friendly. Peo-
ple here are super cool!  I actually found my true being 
after working in this organisation. Though many times I 
planned to leave Smilyo because of the burden of studies 
but Smilyo and the basic objective behind it never let me 
leave it.
It actually makes me learn the true skill of leading a team
 and made me a responsible person.
This is the organisation to which I can relate myself to.
 Got so many new friends out here.

In a nutshell, I LOVE YOU SMILYO!! You are the best organisation I have 
ever worked with.”

TESTIMONIALS
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Sunaina Bangia:
My journey with Smilyo has been amazing. I started with 
an insightful orientation held at the Hauz Khas where I got 
in touch with new recruits and the senior members. I was 
amazed to witness the unity in the team. I thoroughly en-
joyed myself. Currently I am working with social media 
department and we are aiming to publish informative and 
substantial posts. I am really happy with my journey so far. 
It feels great working for a social organisation as it gives
 one a sense of worth.

Vibhanshu:
‘Helping someone with a smile makes us happy’.
It’s been just 2 months working in Smilyo, and I re-
ally feel so proud. The atmosphere and management 
here are very much appreciable. I am really very 
much guided by my team mates. Especially, my se-
nior, Tarun Bhaiya helped me a lot. As per me, all 
the members of Smilyo are very much dedicated, 
hardworking and intelligent. Thank you Smilyo!

Benzul Sharda:
I am Benzul Sharda, head college ambassador at Sa-
tyawati college (morning). Whilst in my final year 
of university, I came to know about Smilyo from 
Divya Grover, a friend of mine. The 1st thing that 
caught my eye was the wide range of roles that it 
offers to its volunteers. And the best part was that it 
was not out to make money from volunteer place-
ments, but is genuinely an organisation that val-
ues its volunteers research and works. I person-
ally believe that it is not really charity on what I 
am doing, it is instead just giving back to the society that helped me to have a 
decent life from terrible one. I am grateful to the opportunity to work for Smi-
lyo and the experience it has given to me. I will definitely recommend Smilyo 
to anyone interested in gaining experience with a team.





88

SMILYO

SMILYO


